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II is predicted of Jeſus Chriſt that he ſhall:breat all natiant auiih 
1 2 rod of iron, and daſh them to pieces libe a potter s veſſel. And 
all Proteſtants are agreed that there are many paſſages in holy 
writ, and particularly in Daniel and the Revelation of John, 


which not only foretel the riſe, nature and enormities, of the Anti- 


chiſtian church of Rome, and of the ſtates and kingdoms which 


give their power to the ſupport of corruption and oppreſſion ; but 


which alſo, give the moſt unequi vocal aſſurances of their utter o- 


verthrow, preparatory to the coming of that kingdom of God on 


earth, for which the Saviour taught his diſciples to pray. That 
theſe prophecies have never yet had their full aceompliſſument, is 


certain; but that they will, no enlightened Chriſtian can doubt; 


and that the time for their falfilment is not very far off, is gen 


allowed: and if we turn our eyes to France, the Netherlands, 
Spain, Savoy, Piedmont, Genoa, Milan, and the other ſtates of 


Italy, and particularly to Rome, the. kingdoms and ſtates which 
have been the great ſcene of corruption and perſecution, and at- 
+tentively conſider what, within theſe few years, has:paſſed: there; 
the revolutions which have taken place in ſome of theſe countries, 
an! the critical ſituation of others, is there not ſome roeaſon to 


ſuſpect that God, in his providence, is now aecompliſhing thoſe. 


important events, of which his praphets have excited an expec- 
tation; and for which; the church of Chriſt has long been looking 
and praying ? Surely there is: and that thinking Chriſtians ate 
no more impreſſed with, awful apprehenſions, as to what appears 


approaching, and are no more alive to watchfulneſs and prayer; 
and that men and proteſtants, in general, -bliaded:by their preju- 


dices, inattentive to the great principles of our religion, and. abſorb- 


ed in the love of the world, are ſo, little diſꝑoſed to, give glory to 


God becauſe of his righteous judgments, by whatever inſtruments 
he may be pleaſed to axecute them; hut are rather diſpafed to join 


iſſue With the deſtrgyers n Herp. concern; 
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and e forebodes Exil to the natiqns/ wlio, forgetful of that 
command from heaven reſpecting the myſtical Babylon (Rev. 
xviii. 4.) Come out of her in 3 that ye be not partakers of her fins, 
and that ye receive not of he e rather court union with the 
mother of harlots, than ſhun her alliance. But, though this is a 
matter of ſincere regret, it is not a circumſtance which need much 
ſurpriſe us. Jeſus Chriſt has forewarned us of what is very near 
akin to ſuch a ſtate of mind. His all- comprehenſive mind fore- 
ſaw the long ſeries of afflictions to which his church would be 
expoſed; he foreſaw the judgments by which the ſufferings of 
God's ſervants would be avenged, and he aſſured his diſciples, 
though delayed, they would certainly come ; and, at a time, when 
leaſt expected, (Luke xvii. 20—37.) 4nd he ſpake a parable (chap. 
xviii. I—8) to this end, that men ought always to pray, and not to 
faint—and for what, particularly, does he exhort his diſciples thus 
to pray? that God would avenge his own elect, in the puniſhment 
of their enemies, and in the redreſs of their grievances :—Mark 
what follows. (ver. 8.) 1 tell you that he vill avenge them ſpeedily. 
Nevertheleſs, when the Son of man cometh, in the diſpenſations of 
Providence, for this very purpoſe, of avenging the wrongs of the 
{ſervants of God, ball he find faith on the earth ? Shall he find an 
active faith in this particular promiſe ? No, men in general will 
be lulled aſleep. Moſt will have forgot the promiſe; and very 
few, indeed, even among genuine Chriſtians, will be found praying 
and looking for its accompliſhment as they ought. | 
But, however the generality may think or act, what, at this aw- 

al period, 1s the 4% of intelligent, ſerious Chriſtians? and what 
may naturally be expected from them? May it not be expected, at 
aK a fie as this, that they will be on the watch to obſerve the 
movements of Providence, and attentively compare events with 
God's word; and ſee whether there may not be ſome good grounds 
for concluding, that thoſe ſcripture prophecies, which ſpeak of 
the coming of the Lord, and which foretel the deſtruction of the 
Antichriſtian church, and of the kingdoms which give their 
power to the beaſt, are not now accompliſhing, by the wars and 
- commotions which agitate the nations, and which lay i in ruins the 
ene fortrefles of tyranny and ſuperſtition * ? 
The motives and principles of the men whom God may ſee fit 
to employ as the inſtruments of his vengeance ; the juſtice or in- 
juſtice of their meaſures (as heirs) has nothing to do with the 
concluſion. Whether they be this or that, proves nothing. The 
hiſtory of the paſt informs us that God has generally employed 
the worſt of men to execute his judgments; and over-ruled the 
proud, ambitious and ferocious paſſions of nations, for the chaſ- 
tiſement of each other; and often have the worſt actions of men 
been over-ruled to bring about the beſt purpoſes of Providence. 
That which is unjuſt with reſpect to men, may be the higheſt 

ee it relates to the. * 5 For inſtance, the 
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attack of the French on the papal government, might be unpro- 
voked and unjuſt (I do not know that it was thus), but, what Pro- 
teſtant is prepared to ſay that the papal government has not me- 
rited its fate; and, for the innocent blood which it has ſhed, and 
cauſed to be ſhed, deſerved the vengeance of God and man ? 'The 
attack of the French upon the Ottoman empire may be a breach 
of faith, and the effect of wild ambition; but what Chriſtian, 
what man of juſtice and humanity, at all verſed in the hiſtory of 
that monſtrous tyranny, but muſt be conſtrained to acknowledge, 
that it deſerves to-be rooted from the earth ; and that the heavier 
the vengeance which falls upon it, the more conſpicuous the Jut- 
tice of Providence. 

We muſt beware, then, that, whilſt we reprobate the corrupt 
motives and principles of men, and, that whilſt we execrate their 
unjuſt and violent meaſures, whom God may ſee fit to employ as 
his inſtruments, we do not arraign the equity of his proceedings. 
A nation may merit chaſtiſement, and its government may deſerve 
to periſh; but they, who perform the ſervice, may be guilty of 
injuſtice in doing it. 

Paſling by, then, all queſtions about who is right, and who 
is wrong, in the quarrels which diſtract the nations; our 
buſineſs, as Chriſtians, who are concerned to obey that com- 
mand of our Lord, fo often repeated, «© WaTcn,” is to in- 
quire whether there are any reaſons to conclude that what is now 
paſſing, and what has, for tome time, been paſſing, in the world, 
is that ſeries of judgments of which the inſpired prophets have ſpo- 
ken, as appointed for the utter overthrow of all thoſe civil and eccle- 
ſiaſtical tyrannies which ſtand in the way of the kingdom of Chriſt, 
and of the improvement of mankind. The reader knows that 
the author has long ſuſpected that it is ſo and there is one cir- + 
cumſtance, which has lately turned up, that ſerves very much to 
ſtrengthen the ſuſpicion, and which ſtrongly indicates where- 
abouts we are. When the papal government was overturned, in 
February laſt, attentive obſervers of the ſcripture prophecies, and 
of events, faid, « Hurely this is the beginning of that vial of wrath 
(Rev. xvi. 10.) which was to be poured upon the /eat of the 
« beaſt ; if ſo, we mult next expect ſome movement in the eaſt. 
The Turkiſh empire will next be attacked, and this, again, be 
quickly followed by a very general coalition among the friends 
44 of the dragon, the beaſt and the falſe prophet ; for it is ſaid, im- 
« mediately after the pouring out of the vial on the ſcat of the beat, 
« that the th angel poured out his vial on the great river Eu, 
« phrates, and the water thereof was dried up, that the away of the 
« kings of the eaſt might be prepared, and which (ſeeing that rivers, 
« in the ſtyle of the prophets, often ſtand for the countries which 
« they water and defend; and ſeeing, alſo, that by the Euphra- 
tc tean horſemen, in chap. ix. the Turks are intended) muit doubt- 
« leſs ſignify the calamities which are to bring on the overthrow 
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of the · Ottoman empire. And whereas, on the pouring out of 
«this val, it is added,, (ver. 13.) Aud 4 fawtithreewunclean ſpirits 
« like Fregs (the ſymbols of (cheats and ;impoſtors) came cut 
« ,of the nauthof the dragon, und rout of the anouth,of the ibegft, 
-« and ut (of the wont of the ifaife prophet. Hor they. are the 
« ſpirits of devils, wer king mirucles, which go forth unto the 
« . kings of ithe;earth, aud gf ue whote world, to gather.them to the 
« battle.of that great ;day of God Almighty, it is highly proba- 
« ble that a very general combination, among thoſe whom 
c God is about to deſtroy, will quickly follow the commence- 
tc ment of this vial an. the Ottoman empire. We mult wait.“ 
— With expectation our eyes have been turned towards the 
eaſt. But who could gueſs the methods of Providence, or 
conjecture in hat. particular point: the ſtorm would gather ? But 
on July the ſecond, tothe attoniſhment of the world, a French 
army landed in Feypt, and a bloody conflict: is likely to enſue. 
That general eombination; among: the- inge of the earth, and of the 
ab, world (that is, the papal antichriſtian ones) who ally them- 
ſelves in favour of the Babyloaith beaſt and his party, has not yet 
taken place. Let Proteſtants, (if it be; poſſible they can be of this 
party) beware of interpoling, either directly, or indirectly, for the 
Prefervation of Pope or [Lurk ; let them beware of linking their 
fate with that of thoſe whom luſpiration has doomed to periſh! 
But, though the attaek avhieh has been made on the Ottoman 
empire, as immediately following the fall of the papal government, 
is a eircumſtanee which excites a ſuſpicion that this is the begin- 
ning ef the ,t vial of wrath ; yet it does not, by itſelf, and de- 
tached from other circumſtanees, afford ſufficient evidence to ſa- 
tisfy the mind that it is ccr4nindy ſo; and we are therefore natu- 
rally led to inquire Whether there are not other eircumſtanceg, 
connected with.this, which, by throwing additional light on the 
ſubject, may aſſiſt us in forming our. opinion? There are, and 
although I may be miſtaken, I think they are of ſuch a nature, 
and ſo agree with our hypotheſis, as to leave on the mind ſcarcely 
the ſhadow of a doubt. At leaſt this is the effect they ꝓroduee 
on my mind. Others muſt judge for themſelves. But, let none 
paſs a judgment without due attention. It is an inquiry which 
involves: matters of the higheſt importance. Unlike to moſt of 
the queſtions which have been agitated among Chriſtians, it con- 
_.cerns the fate of nations, and all that is intereſting to the Chriſtian 
church. | V e 555 
But here. let me drop one word of caution. to the candid reader. 
In inquiries about the meaning, and fulfilment, of the ſacred pro- 
phecies, ave are not, from the nature of the ſubject, to expect un- 
clouded proof, and the utmoſt poſſible evidence; no, not even af- 
ter: their fulfilment; for though what Jurieu obſerves, in his Ho- 
compliſument of Serip. Propb. vol. i. part . p. 39. is juſt, that 
-« there. is a: particular. ꝑrovidence which ꝓreſides over the under- 
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cet ſtanding the prophedies, and Gd would not have them under 
ce ſtood in every age, becauſe this would hinder their accompliſh- - 
cement; but when they are juſt ready to be fulfilledꝭ then God 
tc permits them to be penetrated? into, and the things which we 
ce ſe& come to paſs from day: to day, open men's eyes; though this 
obſervation; I ſay; is doubtleſs juſt, as it reſpects the” general con- 
duct of Providenee, in this reſpect, yet, We are to remember, that 
the very idea of prophecy” is that of a ſightbining in a dart place. It 
is objects exhibited through a veil; and ſuch a veil of figurative lan- 
guage; which, even afterthe accompliſhment, muſt, in ſome meaſure, 
cauſe obfcurity: And; as the biſhop of Worceſter obſerves, „Fi- 
cc gurative language, from the nature of it, is not ſo preciſe and 
tc clear, as literul expreſſions, even when the event prefigured has 
« ent its aid, to illuſtrate and explain that language.“ Let us 
not then expect unreaſonable evidence. It cannot be doubted but 
that the author of the prophecies, for wife: purpoſes, detigned to 
involve them in ſome obſcurity; and that they ſhould not be un- 
derſtood before the proper time of their development; nor then, 
but by ſuch as came to the inveſtigation of them with a proper 
diſpofition' of mind; and who ſhould be willing; to beſtow upon 
them conſiderable attention. Our buſineſs, then, is to inquire, 
not whether there be unclouded proof of the fulfilment of thoſe 
prophecies, which come under our examination, by ſuch and ſuch 
events; but whether, on a candid compariſon of events with theſe 
prophecies; there be any reaſonable ground to conclude tſiat there 
is any real, though not unclouded evidence, of their completion. 
If the application of events to prophecies be forced and fanciful, 
and not built upon any rational and certain principles, then, of 
courſe; all men of ſenſe will reje& ſuch applications; but if an 
be made out on the well known principles of prophecy, 
and without tlie leaſt violence being offered to the ſtyle in which 
they are delivered; then men of ſenſe and piety will, undoubtedly, 
be diſpoſed to open their minds to conviction. Let us commence? 
our inquiry. 15 5 | 
I. If the war which is commenced againſt the Turks be that” 
attack on the Ottoman tyranny wich is to terminate in its over- 
throw, as the circumſtance of its immediately following the fall of! 
the papal government ſeems: to intimate; that is, if this be the 
beginning of the x2 vial of wrath (Rev: xvi. 12), then it follows 
that the /eventh angel (Revi x. 7. xi, xv. ), who brings the 7hird:avoe, 
has/ſounded' his trumpet; for, as we have heretofore ſnewn, all 
theſe ſeven laſt plagues, whitch are deſtined for the overthrow'of! 
_ the Antichriſtian church and kingdoms} are comprehended under 
this trumpet, and are the judgments which it is to introduce. But 
before we can be aſſured that this woe is commenced, we muſt 
Have proof of the accompliſhment” of ſeveral: other prophecies 
which precede it; particularly five. The: 1260 years, during which 
Introduction to the ſtudy of the Prophecics, vol. i. p. 82. 
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the ſaints of the Moſt High were to be given into the hands of the 
little horn (the papal tyranny) and this monſter was to practiſe and 
proſper, to open bis mouthin blaſphemy againſt God, and make war 
with the ſaints, muſt be brought to a concluſion, Dan. vii. 25. xii. 
7. Rev. xi. 3. xiii. 5,—The ſecond woe muſt alſo have been brought 
to a termination, Rev. xi. 14— The /even thunders muſt have ut- . 
tered their voices, Rev. x. 3—7.—The ſlaying of the witneſſes 
muſt be paſt, Rev. xi. 7.— Andlaſtly, the tenth part of the city muſt ; 
have fallen, and the circumſtances attending it muſt have taken 
place, Rev. xi. 11—13- Our buſineſs is to examine whether 
there be any reaſonable grounds for concluding that theſe pro- 
phecies have had their accompliſhment? _ | | 

For the arguments which go to prove that theſe predictions have 
had their fulfilment, I muſt refer the reader, if they have flipt 
his memory, to thoſe pages where we have inveſtigated theſe 
ſubjects at ſome. conſiderable length; for it would occaſion an . 
unreaſonable prolixity to repeat them at much length here. I ſhall 
ſuppoſe the reader, then, to have attentively conſidered what has 
already been advanced. And to all but attentive readers theſe. 
ſubjects muſt for ever remain, not only enveloped in obſcurity, . 
but in utter darkneſs. | 3 | N 5 

Firſt, The Papal tyranny, as we have ſeen, was to continue, or 
rather proſper, for 1260 years. The queſtion is, from what 
time, or from what event, in the hiſtory of this tyranny, are theſe 
years to be calculated? Learned Commentators, not waiting for 
their cloſe, have differed; ſome fixing their commencement. 
earlier, and others later. According to ſeveral they ſhould have 
terminated early in the preſent century, or about the middle of it.. 
Some lived to ſee. themſelves diſappointed; no events turning up 
to juſtify their concluſion. And it appears to me that this queſ- 
tion is attended with ſo many dithculties, that it is not poſſible for 
any one to ſay, with any degree of certainty, from what time, or 
event, God was pleaſed to reckon theſe 1260 years, till their ac- 
.compliſhment points it out. But, if we wait till the Papacy be 
overthrown, or, till ſome great calamity befals it, which imme- 
diately leads to this event, by throwing the whole Babylonith. 
kingdom into confuſion; and then, on reckoning back 1260 years, 
find ourſelves caſt upon ſome very important event in the hiſtory 
of religious corruption, uſurpation, and tyranny, every reaſona- 
dle man muſt acknowledge, that from this time theſe years are, 
molt likely, to be dated. Now let the reader judge, whether the 
publication of Fuftinian's Code, the ſtrong-hold of all eccleſiaſtical. 
uſurpation, and of his edict, containing his confeſſion of faith, 
which made it confiſcation of goods, forfeiture of the deareſt ci-. . 
vil rights, baniſhment and death, to diſſent from the faith pre- 
ſcribed, and which was approved by Pope John, and, with other 
matters favourable to religious tyranny, inſerted into the code of 
imperial laws, and which has been the model followed by all per- 


? 
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ſecuting governments ſince; let the reader, I ſay, judge whether 
theſe events, which fell out between the years 529 and 534, are 
not of ſufficient importance to juſtify the ſuppoſition that from 
this period the 1260 years reign of the papal beaſt might be 
reckoned. 

The ſecond important prophecy, of che fulfilment of which we 
muſt have proof, before we can conclude the ſeventh angel to have 
ſounded, is that which reſpects the /econd 4voe in Rev. ix. The 
reader, I hope, has impartially conſidered what has been brought 
forward on this ſubject in the ſecond part of the foregoing pages. 
From the moſt attentive review of the hiſtory of the Turks (who 
are allowed to be the inſtruments of the judgments here referred 
to) there is reaſon to conclude that this woe has been paſt more 
than a hundred years. For, ſeeing that the Ottoman empire was 
founded about the year 1300, and that the Euphratean horſemen 
were prepared for a year, and a month, and a day, and an hour, 
{that is, in myſtical time, about 396 years) to kill, in their politi- 
cal capacity, the men of one of the three-told diviſions of the 
Roman empire, and which was completely effected by the entire 
conqueſt of the Greek empire, (heretofore the eaſtern prefecture,) 
towards the end of the laſt century; and ſeeing that ſoon after this 
their conqueſts entirely ceaſed, and they received ſuch a blow 
from the weitern powers, to whom they had alſo been ſo terrible 
a ſcourge for ages, that they have never ſince been able to make 
any effectual head againſt them, but have been verging faſt to de- 
ſtruction ever ſince, it is highly reaſonable to conclude, that, as 
a woe, their appointed time 1s long paſt. 

Thirdly, Did the ſeven thunders (Rev. x.) utter their voices be- 
tween the cloſe of the ſecond and the commencement of the third 
232, as appears next to certain from the place which the viſion 
occupies? And, ſceing that thunder is the well known ſymbol 
of war, is it reaſonable to conclude that theſe ſeven thunders ſig- 
niſied ſeven wars, or periods of war, in the territory of the beaſt, 
the ſcene of the viſion, after the Turkiſh power began to decline, 
or, after the ſecond woe, and previous to the grand attack on the 
Babyloniſh kingdom? There have been, in Europe, ſince the 
* ne paſſed the acme of their power, at the cloſe of the laſt cen- 
tury, juſt ſeven periods of war, as the reader has ſeen in the ſe- 
cond part. Whether the reaſons there ſtated in ſupport of this in- 
terpretation are ſatisfactory, every one mult judge for himſelf, but 
1 have the pleaſure of learning that the firſt biblical ſcholars in this 
country, and in others, think the Interpretation juſt, and the ar- 
gument ſuthciently concluſive. 

The fourth prophecy concerning the accompliſhment of which 

we mult be fatisfied, before we can conclude the 7hird woe to be 

arrived, reſpects the flaying of the witneſſes, Rev. xi. 7. They 

were to be killed, not literally, (though many of them, in tnis 

"os ſuffered death) but hguratively, ot politically, agreeable to 
B 
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the idea held forth of the ſtate of the Jewiſh people by the prophet 
Ezekiel (chap. xxxvii.) who, brought into a ſtate of bondage, are, 
politically dry bones, deſtitute of all civil life. Thus thoſe called 
God's two witneſſes, were, towards the concluſion of the reign of 
the beaſt, to be killed, and to lie dead in the ſtreet of the great city, 
in one of the ten kingdoms of the myſtical Babyloniſh empire, eſpe- 
cially; for it is faid, When they ſhall have e (or rather a be 
hmhing ) their teſtimony, the beaft that aſcendeth out of the bottomleſs 
fit, ball make war againft them, and fhall overcome them, and kill 
them. And their dead bodies ſpull lie in the ſireet of the great city. 
Not frets, but fireet, and this the platea or principal ſtreet, or 
{quare, or open place, of the great Antichriitian city. The reader 
has ſeen how we have endeavoured to explain, and illuſtrate, this 
prophecy in the Fir? Part. Never was there fo general and 
cruel a perſecution of the witneſſes againſt Antichriſtian corrup- 
tions and oppreſſions as towards the cloſe of the laſt century, 
when the Proteſtants, of all the popiſh countries where they moſt 
abounded, were deprived of all their rights and liberties, civil 
and religious, and made to ſuffer all ſorts of miſeries and deaths; 
eſpecially in France, the platea, or principal kingdom of Europe, 
the country where they always moſt abounded, where they en- 
joyed the molt privileges, and where there were now more faith- 
ful witneſſes for truth and liberty, than in almoſt all the other 
popiſh countries put together. Whether the fulfilment of this 
{cripture prophecy appears to the reader clear or donbtful, I can- 
not tell, but it is certain that the moſt learned and enlightened 
men among the ſufferers, as well as many others who witnefled 
their ſufferings, thought that this was the {laying of the witneſſes, 
as here predicted; and it appears to me that if all ſubſequent cir- 
cumſtances agree, ſuch as their reſurrection, &c. there can be 
no reaſonable doubt but that they were right. Of this we ſhall 
be better able to judge if we attentively conſider the 

Fifth Scripture prophecy, refpecting the fulfilment of which 


we mult be ſatisfied, before we can make up our minds as to the 


founding of the ſeventh trumpet, which brings the ird woe. It 
reſpects the fall of e tenth part of the antichriſtian city, and the 
circumſtances which attend it, Rev. xi. 11.—13. And after three 
deys and an half, the fpirit of life from God entered into them; and 
they flood upon their feet, and great fror fell upon them that ſaw them, 
And they heard a great voice from heaven, ſaying unto them, Come up 
hither; and they aſcended up to heaven in @ cloud, and their enemies 
beheld them. And the ſame hour was there a great earthquake, and 
the tenth part of the city fell, and in the earthquake were ſlain of men 
feven thouſand; (or rather 7000 names of men) and the remnant 


were affrighted, and gave glory to the Cd of heaven. Here I muſt 


entreat the reader to turn to the Firft Part, and weigh, attentively, 
what has been brought forward in ſupport of the concluſion, that 
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this part of prophecy has had its accompliſhment, in the wonder- 
ful revolution which has lately taken place in France. 

Here occurs but one dithculty of conſequence. As to this reſur- 
rection of the witneſſes, every one will allow that it may mean a 
figurative, or political one, a reſtoration to their rights; and no 
one, at all verſed in the Jewiſh ſtyle, can be at a lots to under- 
itand what is meant by the ſpirit of life from Gad entering into 
them. Heaven, we know, in the ſymbolic ſtyle, {ignites the 
ruling power or government, either in the political univerſe, or 
in a ſingle kingdom or country, as the ſcene is laid; a cloud, 
without any tokens of a ſtorm, always denotes what is good, and 
implies ſucceſs; to aſcend to heaven, therefore, in a cloud, ſignifies 
to riſe to power. An earthguake, in the ſtyle of the prophets, 18 
the well known ſymbol of wars and civil commations; of great 
revolutions and changes in the political world, whether in the 
governing or governed parts; for the Greek word cerise, tranſlated 
earthquake, is often uſed for any ſudden or violent thaking in any 
part; even of the heavens, as well as the earth, as may be ſeen in 
Joel ti, 10. Hag. ii. 21. Heb. x11. 26. As to the ſeven. thouſand 
names of men (as it ſhould be read) which were ain in the fall of 
the tenth part of the city, the abolition of titles and of religious 
orders, is eaſily to be underſtood. The city, the great city, and 
Babylon the great, ſo often mentioned in this book, evidently ſtand 
in oppoſition to Zion, the Heavenly Feruſalem, the true church of 
God; and we have here, under another ſymbol, the ſame Anti- 
chriſtian territory, or people, ſignified as by the ven horns of the 
apocalyptic beaſt. Here, inſtead of a beaſt with en horns, we 
have a city conſiſting of ten ſtreets—for this we ſhall ſee to be 
implied, if we compare ver. 8. with ver. 13. for it 1s doubtleſs 
the ſame tenth part of the city in which the witneſles both lie dead 
and rife, and which afterwards falls. Every one, I think, who 
attentively confiders the ſubject, muſt acknowledge, that, in theſe 
_ particulars, the prophecy and the circumſtances of the French 
Revolution, without any aid from fancy, may, in perfect, and 

maniteſt, conformity to the well known meaning of the ſymbols | 
uſed, be conſidered as wonderfully agreeing. 


But, there is one particular, which, perhaps, has aruck the 


reader as attended with ſome difficulty. It reſpects the time that 
the witneſſes were to lie dead; three days and an half. Days, in 
the myſtical language of prophecy, and particularly in this book, 
generally ſignify years. But if that be their meaning here, an el. 
ſential agreement is wanting; for the time, from the repeal of 
the edict of Nants to the French Revolution, was about 105 
years. What has been brought forward, on this ſubject, in the 
foregoing pages, and eſpecially in the notes, has, I hope, been 
well conſidered. If ſo, I flatter myſelf the difficulty has , 
from the reader's mind. Terms of time among the ancients, as 
we have ſeen, were ambiguous. Days, months, and years, had 


' years; the time which elapſed from the repens of the edict of 
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not always their proper ſigniſication, « for months,” ſays Arte- 


midorus, “ are ſometimes denoted by years, and days too; and 


„ years and days by months; and months and years by days.” 


It was the ſubject, or the rule of proportion, which determined 
the meaning of the terms. Hence Daubuz obſerves reſpecting 
the terms of time in the ſymbolic language.“ Terms of time 


being thus ambiguous amonglt the ancients, they mult, in the 
* ſymbolic language, be by the rule of proportion detgrmined by 


« the circumſtances. —Prophecy concerning future events is a 
40 picture, or repreſentation, of the events in ſymbols, which be- 
te ing fetched from objects viſible at one view, or caſt of the eye, 
« rather repreſent the events in miniature, than in full propor- 
« tion; giving us more to underſtand than what we ſee. And, 

ec therefore, that the duration of the events may be repreſented in 
cc terms ſuitable to the ſymbols of the viſions, the ſymbols of du- 


* ration mult alſo be drawn in miniature.“ 


Days, then, may ſtand for months. And we may here ſee the 


reaſon why the witneſſes are repreſented as lying dead zhree days 


and an half rather than three months and an half, or 105 days. 

The duration of events muft be repreſented in terms ſuitable to the ſym- 
bols of the viſions. The ſymbol is, dead bodies lying in a ſtreet. 
How monſtrous would it be to repreſent dead bodies as lying in 
ſuch a ſituation for 105 days! The time of their lying dead is, 
therefore, drawn in miniature, ſuitable to dead bodies lying in a 


" ſtreet; and theſe days, or months, are to be calculated in the ſame 


manner as the forty-two months in ver. 2. Thus, 3x 30+15=105 
Nants to the French Revolution. 

On the whole, wherein conſiſts the abſurdity of concluding, 
that it is highly probable that all theſe prophecies have had their 
accompliſhment in the events to which we have applied them ? 
On the contrary, may we not challenge the world to point out a 


like number of prophecies, depending upon, and growing out of 


cach other, that have been more clearly illuſtrated by their events? 


I think the proof of their fulfilment is next to a moral certainty. 


And if we are right, then the probability is, that the ird woe, 
which is ſpeedily to lay in ruins the whole Babylonith city, is com- 
menced. For, as on the concluſion of the ſeven thunders 
(chap. x.) the angel ſwears that there ſhould be delay no longer, 


but the ſeventh angel ſhould ſound, and the myſtery of God be 


finiſhed; ſa, on the fall of the tenth part of the city, it is de- 
clared, (chap. xl. 14.) The ſecond woe ic paſt, and behold the third 


dzb cometh QUICKLY. 


II. But, are there ſeveral reaſons to duce” us to POT REA 
that it is highly probable that the /eventh angel has ſounded his 


trumpet, for the ruin of Antichriſt and his party? This remarka- 


ble æra muſt doubtleſs be marked by ſome ſingular calamities, 


| which will determine its arrival, Here then, ſome other 1 inqui- 
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ries preſent themſelves. What poſterior evidence is there that we 
are entered upon the woe which thigtrumpet brings? Great cala- 
mities are to follow; and from the nature of the ſymbol, it is moſt 
likely that theſe are ſuch as ariſe from wars and revolutions; and, 
as they are deſigned for the overthrow of the Antichriſtian church, 
and of thoſe ſtates and kingdoms which give their power to the 
beaſt, they muſt fall, chiefly on the Antichriſtian party. 

T heſe calamities, as has been ſhewn, are evidently ſignified b 
the ſeven via/s (or libation bowls) of the wrath of God (chap. xvi.) 
which are poured out by ſeven angels, (or inſtruments of God's 
vengeance) upon the earth, the ſea, the rivers and fountains of 
water, the ſeat of the beaſt, the great river Euphrates, and into 

the air. Now, as there appears a ſevenfold diſtinction in theſe ca- 
lamities, and that they, do not all commence together, but are 
ſucceſſive (though I ſuppoſe they all mingle their ſtreams and run on 


together, till the laſt, before they produce all their awful effects); | 


and ſeeing that we ſuppoſe even the ſixth angel to have already 
begun to pour out his vial, what proof is there that the pouring 
out of theſe judgments 1s commenced, and how far are we able 
to trace the ſeveral diſtinctions? 

As to the th and faxth wials, (all other circumſtances agreeing) 
theſe are marked by events ſufficiently ſtrong; nor is there much 
difficulty in aſcertaining the objects on which they are poured. 
It will, I think, be allowed by every one, who has attended at all 
to theſe ſubjects, that without either offering violence to the ſym- 
bols, or calling in the aid of fancy, we may underſtand by the 
| ſeat of the beaſt, Rome, or the Roman government, the throne of 
the papal monſter, as diſtinguiſhed from his kingdom which ex- 
tends over the whole myſtical Babylonith empire. And ſeeing 
that /2n;ting, or drying up the rivers of a country, kingdom, or em- 
pire, does often, in the ſtyle of the prophets, figniſy the conqueſt 
and ruin of thoſe countries, kingdoms, and empires, which the 
water, enrich, and defend; there can be but little doubt, but 
that by the river Euphrates is ſignified the empire of the Turks; 
their empire having had its beginning in that quarter, and that 
river being its principal defence on the eaſtern fide. For as in Iſa. 
xi. 15. the Lord's dreh ing the torigue of the Egyptian ſea, and 
Shaking his hand over the river, and ſnmiting it in its ſeven flreams, 
that men may go over dry- id, and.as in Ezek. xxx. 12. his mak- 


ing the rivers dry, ſignify the conqueſt of Egypt; and as in Iſa. 


xliv. 27. when the prophet 1s foretelling the conqueſts of Cyrus, 


and the deſtruction of the Babyloniſh monarchy, he has theſe 


words, T hat ſaith to the deep be dry, and I will dry up thy-rivers; 
ſo the pouring this libation bowl, of the wrath if God, on the 
river Euphrates, may mean the conqueſt and ruin of the Otto- 
man empire. For, ſeeing that this river is weſt of Perſia, we 


cannot ſuppoſe that empire to be intended, becauſe this judgment 
is 79 make way Ver the kings of the , (whoever may be intended 
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by theſe) when, if it here ſignified the conqueſt of Perfia, it ſhould 
| | rather have been, to make way for the kings of the weſt. 
| _ _ » {The objects, then, of the 722 and /ixth vials, may be aſcertain- 
| ed with tolerable certainty, and the commencement of the cala- 
| mities ſignified, ſuppoſing all other circumſtances to agree, may 
be diſtinguiſhed with ſufficient preciſion. But to aſcertain and 
trace the firſt four vials, viz. thoſe on the earth, the ſea, the rivers 
and the ſun, is not ſo eaſy ; and yet by a cloſe attention, and a 
tolerable acquaintance with the meaning of the ſymbols uſed, and 
with the events fignified by the firft four trumpets, in chap. viii. 
| I think it far from impoſſible. I muſt here refer the reader to 
1 what has been advanced in the Third Part, where I have treated 
| of the Probable Progreſs and iſſue of the commotions of Europe. 

I ſhall only obſerve here, that I apprehend the ſeventh angel 
ſounded his trumpet, to bring the third woe, about autumn 
1792, immediately after the fall of the French monarchy ; that 
| now the firſt vial commenced its current of calamities, when the 
= continental ations were angry (Rev. xi. 18.) and invaded France, 
and thoſe military deſtructions began which have produced ſuch 
\f | awful effects on the Continent. By the via / an the ea, 1 ſuppoſe 

are ſignified the judgments which were to afflict maritime coun- 

tries, and bring naval deſtructions, and which might begin in 

ninety- three. By the vial on the. rivers and fountains of waters, I 

conclude ſome diſtrict in the territory of the beaſt is intended, 

diſtinguiſhed by the greatneſs and multitude of its rivers, and 

{ources of rivers. This vial I ſuppoſe may be dated from ninety- 
four when the French broke into the north of Italy, and began to 

conquer and revolutionize the countries watered by the Po, and 

the other numerous rivers in that quarter. 7 3 5 

The ſun, we have ſeen, is the ſovereign power exerciſed in that 

region where the ſcene of a viſion, or prophecy, is laid, whether 

exerciſed by one or many, (for but one ſun can be admitted in one, 

ſcene, the decorum of the ſymbol requiring this). The fourth vial, 

then, is poured on the deſpotiſm of the beaſt's kingdom. Our 

buſineſs is to look for ſome remarkable ſtroke on the power, pride 

and inſolence of deſpotiſm, ſubſequent to the conqueſts in the 

country of the rivers and fountains of water, and previous to the 

fall of the papal government. And this I think is eaſily to be 

. diſtinguiſhed. Behold, fince the peace of Campo Formio, not a 

petty Prince, or ſingle Monarch, proſtrate at the foot of Republi- 

can France, but, te met euguft, puiſſant, and invincible Emperor 

| of the Romans, king of Hungary, and Bohemia, with all the fove- 
| reigns of Germany and Italy. It is certain that the civil power 
| of the beaft's kingdom never experienced ſo great, and ſo general, 
a humihation before. | | | | | 
But, conſider attentively the circumſtances attending this vial. 
And the fourth angel paured his vial on the ſun—And what followed? 
aud power was given unto him t9 ſcerch men 1th great heat tire, 
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ſcorching and heat, when put with ſuch adjuncts as betoken de- 
ſtruction, are the ſymbols of calamities, ſuch as war, &c. Iſa. xlii. 
25. Ixvi. 15, 16. Matth. xiii. 6. 1 Pet. iv. 12. To whom, or 
what, was this ſcorching power given? To the angel, as Dr, 
Goodwin ſuppoſes, or to the ſun, as others? We muſt never for- 
get, in explaining theſe vials, that, as Mr. Mede obferves in his 
Key, p. 113. Whatever it is on which a vial is poured out, 
ce that ſuffereth damage and loſs from the vial, ſince the effuſion 
« of the vials, is the effuſion of the wrath of God, therefore no 
t“ interpretation can ſtand here, whereby the effufion of a vial 
« falleth out to the benefit of that upon which it is poured out.“ 
It was this contideration, perhaps, which led Dr. Goodwin to his 
concluſion; but may we not ſuppoſe ultimate damage, and even 
utter extinction, to this ſun, to be compatible with a temporary 
rage, that ſhall bring great calamities on men? Suppoſe from the 
mortifications which the power and pride of deſpotiſm ſuffer, the 
humbled papal tyrants ſhould be enraged with new fury, and again 
unite to wage a more furious and cruel war than ever; but that, 
m ſpite of all their exertions, they ſhould fail, and that their ex- 
traordinary rage and efforts ſhould but haſten their ruin; would 
not this be an exact, and evident, illuſtration of the prophecy ? It 
certainly would. 

I am thoroughly aware that when the mind has been long and 
deeply engaged in the contemplation of ſubjects like theſe, it is 
in great danger from the illuſions of fancy; and is apt to imagine 
evident correſpondencies between prophecies and events, which no 
one elſe can diſcover, and which, in truth, have no exiſtence, and 
I would therefore form my ſentiments, on ſuch ſubjects, with 
caution, and utter them with dithdence. But I appeal to every 
one converſant in the ſtyle of the prophetic writings, and who 
has taken the pains to compare events with what is contained in 
them, (and ſuch only are qualified to judge) whether there is not 
a very ſingular and ſtriking agreement between the prophecies we 
have been reviewing, and recent events ; ſuch an agreement as is 
not to be diſcovered between theſe prophecies and any former e- 
vents 3 and, «conſequently, whether there is not great ground for 
apprehending that we are faſt approaching ſome awful criſis? For, 
if there be any ſcriptural and rational grounds for concluding it. 
highly probable that the ird woe commenced about the time we 
have ſuppoſed ; and if there have been circumſtances, ſince, which 
may, even with a tolerable degree of plauſibility, be conſidered as 
agreeing with the figurative and myſtical fignification of the firſt 
four vials, (for Providence doubtleſs intended they ſhould be ob- 
ſcure, that they might not, by their perſpicuity, operate againſt | 
their own accompliſhment) then, I think, the circumſtance of the 
preſent movement in the eait ; the attack on the Ottoman empire, 
as immediately following the fall of the papal government, being 

the exact order marked out in the prophecy, puts it, almoſt, be- 
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yond a doubt, that the % angel has begun to pour out his via 
of the wrath of God, and that we are faſt approaching to an awful 
criſis. How near we are to the great craſh it is impoſſible to ſay. 
For though, from prophecies found in Dan. viii. 14. and xii. 11. 
we have ventured to conjecture, that thirty years, from the begin- 
ning of theſe convulſions, were to be reckoned for the cleanſing of 
the polluted ſanctuary, yet it is but an hypotheſis; and ſhould we 
on the whole be right, yet, perhaps, the nineteen years of reforma- 
tion, contended for, in the long note at the end of the ſecond In- 
quiry, in the Fir/t Part, may, if the idea prove juſt, be reckoned 
as part of this thirty years. This would bring the great ſweep 
near indeed. Nor do I think it at all improbable, from the aſpect 
of things, and the bearing of the prophecies, that what is called 


the battle of Armageddon will be brought to an iſſue between the 


years i800 and 1803 incluſive. But let us not be preſumptuous. 
I ſhould not utter theſe ideas, but from the impreſſion that the Holy 
Ghoſt doubtleſs publiſhed theſe numbers and dates to anſwer ſome 
wiſe purpoſe in the inſtruction of the church; and that there is a 


poſſibility that glory may hereby be brought to God. For, ſhould 


we prove right in our conjectures, by what light have we been 
guided, but by that which ſhines in his word? Or ſhould events 
prove that we have been miſtaken, ſuch events will illuſtrate the 
truth of this word, and if there 1s any diſgrace it will fall where 
it ought. He that writes on ſuch ſubjects to pleaſe men, and 


with a cautious ſolicitude to guard his own credit, whilſt he can- 
not hope to-pleaſe God, is unlikely to ſtrike out truth. 


What 1s the duty of Chriſtians, particularly, at this eventful 
period, in proſpect of the awful criſis before us? Is it to take the 
ſword, and go on a cruſade againſt the deſtroyers of the earth, and 
thus aid the accompliſhment of the prophecies? No, the pro- 
phecies ſimply foretel events, and lay no injunctions on us to aid 
their accompliſhment. Our rule is, Follow after the things which 
make for peace, and things wherewith one may edify another. The 
command given to us is, Enter into your chambers, and ſbut your 
doors about you,; hide yourſelves, as it were, for a little moment, till 
the indignation be o,, t. Pray for kings, and all that are in au- 
thority, that we may live a quiet and peaceable life, in all godlineſs 
end honeſty. WR . ug | 

If we are right in our conjectures, reſpecting the pouring out 


of the fixth vial, the proof will be, not only that it will be fol- 


lowed by the general coalition already noticed, but, that the Ot- 


toman empire be overturned; the Jews reſtored to their own land, 


and a time of trouble (of wars and revolutions) ſucceed, as never 
was ſince there was a nation“. Soon, it is likely, the ſeventh an- 


lt may be proper juſt to remind the attentive reader, that, as the Greek word 
rendered battle (ver. 14.) might have been rendered war, it ſignifying not only 
a ſingle fight, but a war from beginning to end, however long, and that we are not 


therefore obliged to conclude that the beaſt and falfe prophet, &c. are to be gathered 
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gel will pour out his vial into the air, and a great voice out of the 
temple in heaven will pronounce, with a ſound that will ſhake all 
the foundations of the earth, Ir 1s box, (Rev. xvi. 17.) and 
there will be voices, and thunders, and lightnings, and a great carth- 
quake (ſymbolical) u as was not fince men were Wa the earth, fo 
mighty an earthquake, and ſo great. 

This expectation is confirmed by other prophecies. In the lat- 
ter part of the eleventh chapter of Daniel, we have a prophecy 
which foretels the riſe, conqueſt, and fall of the empire of the 
Turks. After marking out the conqueſts of this bing of the north 
(as this monſter is called; the/Turks coming originally from this 
quarter, and their empire lying north of the Saracens, before no- 
ticed) the prophet goes on to predict his fall. Ver. 44. But 
tidings out of the eaſt, and out of the north ſhall trouble him; theres 

fore he ſhall go forth with great fury to deſtray—yet he ſhall come to 
his end, and none ſhall help him. And what are the events which 
are cotemporary with his fall? Chap. xii. 1. And at that time 
ſhall Michael ſtand up, the great Prince which ſtandeth for the 
children of thy people, and there ſhall be a time of trouble, ſuch as ne- 
ver was ſince there va a nation, even to that ſame time; and at that 
time thy people ſhall be delivered, every one that ſhall be found written 
in the book. And many of them that ſleep in the duſt of the earth 


ſhall awake. There are to be great ſhakings of nations; and the 
the Jews, who have long been politically dead are to be raiſed to 


life. Nor let this be thought either impoſiible or improbable. 
Read Ezek. xxxvii. 1,—14. The probability is, unlikely as ſuch 
an event may appear at preſent, that the Jews will, by ſome 
means, and ſome nation, or providence, be ſet in motion, and 
take a conſpicuous part in thoſe commotions which are to ſhake to 


pieces the nations which oppoſe the providence of God. This is 


intimated in many prophecies, particularly in that recorded in 
Zech. xii. which has a ſpecial relation to their reſtoration in the 


latter days. 4» that day will I make the governors of Fudah like 


a hearth of fire among the wood, and like a torch of fire in a ſheaf; 


together into one field of battle, on the ſame day, literally; ſo, though the going 
forth of the unclean ir its to the kings of the earth and of the whole world, to gather them 
to battle, intimates a combination, yet this may not be ſo formal a one as ſome may 
expect. They may be gathered together to this war, to be deſtroyed, although 
they ſhould not all, by a formal agreement, unite their armics, and march, them» 
ſclves, at their head. For inſtance, what but theſe unclean ſpirits of ſuperſtition, ty- 
Tranny, and deluſion, can actuate the king of Naples (if he is not powerfully backed 
by others ſtronger than himſelf) to engage ina cruſade againſt the power of France 
and her allies, for the reſtoration of the papal government? What can be expected 
but that he will be taken, and caſt (not the man but the tyranny) into the lake of 
Fre (Rev. xix. 20.) which burneth with fire and brimſlone. All figurative language to 
expreſs the entire and endleſs deſtruction of tyranny and corruption. It may alſo be 
proper, here to remind the reader of what we have taken notice in the Firſt Peart, 
viz. that the tyrant, or tyranny, called e dragon, will not be among thoſe that are 
to be deſtroyed in this conflict. Whether it be the Emperor, or the German emp ire, 
time will ſhew. 
C 
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and they ſhall devour all the people round about, on the right hand and 
on the left ; and Ferufalem fhall be inhabited again, in her own place, 
OVEN Ferufalem. 

Were it not for extending theſe pages 2442 due bounds, it 
would be eaſy to ſhew, that the aſpect of things, as it relates 
io. the Jews, and the preſent oppreſſed, diſcontented, and en- 
icebled {tate of the Turkiſh empire, ſtrongly indicate the mercy 
which awaits the former; and the ſpcedy overthrow of the latter; 
and ſerve much to corroborate the expectation excited by pro- 
phecy. Providence operates by ſecond cauſes. Whether the 
preſent extraordinary expedition of the French in the eaſt, is im- 
mediately connected with the future reftoration of the Jews, God 
only knows; but it is highly probable that it 1s. There ſeemed a 
ingular providence in their ſafe arrival in Egypt; and it is not 
impoſſible but the deſtruction of their fleet may have an intimate 
connection with the ſame gravd event, to which Divine Provi- 
dence feems directing the iſſue of things. They are at once 


'chaſtiſed, and the ire nts of chaſtiſement. 


There is a prophecy in Ifa. xi. which more than intimates the 
eaſy conqueſt of FE; EyPt about the time of the gathering of the Jews, 
in the latter day. Read the whole chapter.—lt is ſaid at ver. 
12th. Aud be full | fet up an enſigu for the nations; and ſhall afſem- 
ble the out-caſts of T/rael, and gether together the diſperſed of Judah, 


from the four corners of the earth.—Verle 14. And they ſhall fly upon 


the ſooulders of the Philiftines, toward the eſt, and ſhalt ſpoil them 
of the eaſt together—And the Lord fhall utterly deſtroy the tongue of 
the Egyptian fea, and with his mighty wind ſhall he ſhake his hand 
over the river, and ſpall ſmite it in the ſeven ſtreams, and make men 
go over dry-ſhod. And there fhull be an high way for the remnant of 
his prople, &c. We have ſeen that the /inniting of rivers, &c. ſig- 
nifies the conqueſt of the countries which they water and defend. 
To paſs them dry-/bod. intimates the facility of the conqueſt. 

This eaſy conqueſt, has, perhaps, been effected: and if the 


French ſhould get poſteſſion of Syria, nothing is more probable 


(ſeeing that they are cut off from all ſuccour and reinforcement 


trom France) than that they will invite the Jews, who abound in 


all the eaſtern countries a vaſt deal more than they do here, to 
join them, and take poſſeſſion of their own country. Then would 
F. Eypt become a hiph-way for the remnant of God's ancient peo- 
U. 2, and they would flv upon the ſhoulders of the Philiſtines (the 
'Curks who inhabit old Philiſtia and Paleſtine) as an eagle darts on 
las prey, and as a wreſtler ſeizes his antagoniſt by the ſhoulder. 
We do not pretend to determine how God will effect the fulfil- 
ment of his mercy to the ſeed of Abraham, but let not theſe ſen- 
timents be thought wild. God works by means, and how are the 


diſperſed, difarmed, and diſorganized Jews, ſo likely to be put in 


motion, armed and organized, as by being patronized by ſome 
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powerful nation at war with the Turks. But the when is for ar 
appointed time. Wait. 
Now obſerve, reader, the ſolemn warning which immediately 
follows the pouring out of the „th vial, and the going forth of 
the unclean ſpirits to gather together She Kings of the earth, and of 
the whole world, to the battle of that great day of God Almighty. BE- 
'HOLD, I COME AS A THIEF. BLESSED Is HE THAT WATCHETH, 
AND KEEFETH HIS GARMENTS, LST HE WALK NAKED, AND 
THEY SEE HIS SHAME. This certainly beſpeaks the very near ap- 
proach of events ſingularly intereſting and awful. That few 
think of it, and that molt ridicule ſuch expectations, only proves 
that there is more infidelity in the world than is protefi:d, and 
makes this near approach of the coming of God's judgments the 
more likely. 5 

I ſhall ſolicit the attention of the reader to one more prophecy, 
which tends to illuſtrate our ſubject, and I have done, If we 
compare, with the viſion of the vials, what we find in the latter 
part of the fourteenth chapter, we thall ſee, that, under other 
images, the ſame calamitous events are repreſented. In the xi. 
X11. xiii. and xiv. chapters, we have a diſtinct tet of viſions which 
more immediately relate to the affairs of the church. The former 
part of the fourteenth chapter diſcloſes the ſcene of reformation. 
In the latter part, from ver. 14. we have repreſented, in two vi- 
ſions, one of the harve/?, and the other of the vie, thoſe judg- 
ments of God on the enemies of his church, which are to termi- 
nate in their utter deftruction. The prophet Joel (chap. iii.) had 
predicted the ſame ſeries of calamities, under the ſame images; 
but without the diviſion here obſerved. The reafon of this double 
repreſentation, firſt under the image of a harveit, and then under 
that of the vintage, which quickly follows harveſt, I ſuppole to be 
for the purpoſe of marking out that comparative pauſe, or ceſli- 
tion from general hoſtilities, which was to take place in this de- 
ciſive conflict with the enemies of the church of Chriſt. Some 
ſuch pauſe is difcoverable in the pouring out of the /,. wrals. 
For what follows on the pouring out of the, on the river Hu- 
Prater, viz. the going forth of the unclean ſpirits to the kings of 
the earth, and of the whole ¶ papal Antichriſftian ) world, to gather 
them together to battle, and the warning which is given, Behold I. 
come as a thief, &c. ſuppoles a new and more general combination, 
or, atleaft, gathering together to battle, than what before exiſted; 
a renewal of hoſtilities; and a diſtinguiſhed ſcene of calamitous 
warfare, which will prove more fatal than any thing before. 
And ſeeing that all are pretty well agreed, that the vintage 1s the 
repreſentation of that great cruſh of the enemies of God's church, 
which is to take place in the latter day, juſt previous to the com- 
ing of the kingdom of Chriſt; and as no doubt can be made that 
the wars and revolutions ſignified by the judgments of the fx 
and ſeventh vials, are thaſe which are to accompliſh the ſame end, 


I therefore ſuppoſe that the viſions of the harveſt and vintage, and 
thoſe of the vials, fit as ſo many tallies; the judgments of the 
'F harveſt anſwering to thoſe of the former vials; and the final con- 
| flict and cruſh, ſignified by the vintage, anſwering to the general 
bl overthrow under the latter vials, after the pauſe intimated in the 
| | epiſode which is introduced at the commencement of the ſixth. 
| But there is one peculiarity in the treading of the wine-preſs 
* which ought not to be paſſed unnoticed. It is faid, The angel. 
thrufl in his fickle into the earth, and gathered the vine of the carth, 
and caſt it into the great awine-preſs of the wrath of God. And the 
wine-preſs was trodden without the city, and the blood came out of the 
wine-preſs, even unto the horſe-bridles, by the ſpace of a thouſand and 
fix hundred furlongs. This vine of the earth which is gathered, 
and caſt into the wine-preſs, is only another ſymbol for the Anti- 
chriſtian party, gathered together to the battle of Armageddon. 
| Time mult illuſtrate what is meant by the treading the wine-preſs 
| without the city. But this city, I think, muſt be the ſame with 
what is e in this book, denominated he great city, and 
Babylon the Great; and it is probable that the great cruſh of 
God's enemies will be without the bounds of the beaſt's territory. 
There are many conjectures on this head; the moſt probable, 
perhaps, is, that jt will be im Paleſtine, the length of the holy 
land anſwering to the 1600 furlongs, or two hundred miles, in 
the text. Mr. Mede's objections to this conjecture, have certainly, 
at this time, no weight. Things rather looking that way than 
otherwiſe. But theſe conjectures we leave. Events will at once 
illuſtrate the prophecy, and confirm the truth of divine revelation. 
Let us watch. 

And does the aſpect of things indicate an awful criſis to be at 
hand? And are there 4ny grounds for apprehending that we live 
at the very moment, when Jeſus Chriſt utters this warning, Be- 
hold I come as a thief! At the moment, when the angel of ven- 
geance, who hath power over fire, cometh forth from the altar, 
where the ſaints have been ſlain, and crieth with a loud cry to him 
that hath the ſharp fickle, ſaying, Thruſt in thy fickle, and gather the 
cluſter of the vine of the earth, for her grapes are fully ripe! How 
awful the thought! f — ” SE bo 

Chriſtians! Proteſtants! haſten from Babylon, the object of 
the Divine yengeance, that ye partake not of her fins, nor receive 0 
her plagues. Beware of enliſting yourſelves, directly, or indirectly, 
in defence of the man of /in that hath ſo long tyrannized, and ut- 
| tered his blaſphemies, in the temple of God. Beware of all alli- 
ances with the enemies and perſecutors of the ſaints of God; for 
. the ſupport of thoſe ſyſtems of corruption and oppreſſion which In- 
16065 ſpiration aſſures us muſt periſh, Let Providence deſtroy them by 
"A whom he will deſtroy them ; and by what means infinite wiſdom 
| ſees fit. Improve the ſuperior privileges with which you are fa- 
voured. Contemplate the danger which ſurrounds you, and ſet 
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yourſelves, ſincerely, to REPENT and REFORM, nd then, though a 
thouſand ſhall fall at thy fide, and ten thouſand at thy right hand, it 
ſhall not come nigh thee, Only with thine eyes ſhalt thou behold, Fr ſee 
the reward of the wicked. But, if loſt to your principles; —if blind- 
ed by prejudice, and miſled by the ſpirits of deluſion which are 
abroad in the world, you ſhould league yourſelves with oppreſ- 
ſors and perſecutors, and caſt in your lot with Papal and Maho- 
metan tyrants—Think of the conſequence. 
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A SYMBOLICAL VOCABULARY. 


As there may be ſome readers to whom a farther explanation of 
the fmbokcal ſtyle of the prophecies, than is to be found 
in the foregoing pages, or than is commonly to be met with, may 
be uſeful and agreeable ; I ſhall devote a few pages to this ſubject. 
What follows has been chiefly drawn from Mr. Daubuz's Preli- 
minary Diſcourſe, and Perpet. Comment. on the Book of Revelation; and 
from the Symb. DF. prefixed to Dr. Lancaſter's abridgment of that 
work; having extracted what I thought moſt juſt, and moſt likely to 
be uſeful to common readers, and mingled ſuch ſentiments of my 
ownas Ithink ſupported by good authority, or ſufficient reaſons. If, 
in ſome things, I ſuppoſe I ſee farther than theſe eminent writers 
on prophecy did, it is not becauſe I have the vanity to fancy my 
abilities to be equal to theirs, but becauſe I not only ſtand on their 
ſhoulders, but poſſeſs the advantage of living at a time when 
many difficulties have received additional illuſtration. —Beſides the 
help derived from the ſcriptures themſelves, and from the well 
known Greek and Latin authors, the principal guides followed by 
the above writers, in interpreting the ſymbolical language, are a 
curious Treatiſe on this ſubject which bears the name of Achmet, 


an Arabian writer; and another by Artemidorus, an Epheſian, 


who lived about the end of the firſt century; and which are pu- 
bliſhed together, under the title of Artemidori Daldiani et Achmetis 
Sereimi F. Oneirocriticor, by Nicholaus Rigaltius, Lutet. 1603. 

Thoſe who with to ſee more of the authorities than will be found 
Here mult be referred to thoſe valuable works: for one great ob- 


ject, in this Appendix, is to be as ſhort and plain as poſſible: 


But I hope that, with all the defects of the following little ſketch, 
and though ſo brief, it may be uſeful to ſome, by inviting their 
attention to the ſacred prophecies, which are daily becoming more 


and more intereſting, and by ſmoothing the way a little, to the 
better underſtanding of them. 


When a plain man, as Dr. Hurd has obferved,* brought up in 


* See Introduction to the Study of the Prophecies, Sermon ix. A diſcourſe replete 
with ſolid arguments, and elegant ſentiments; as indeed 1s the whole work. Has 
this venerable biſhop loſt all his powers, or what is the reaſon that he does not now 
come ſor ward and lend, to the church of God, and his country, the aid of his ſuperior 
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our cuſtoms and notions, and unacquainted with theological ſtu- 
dies, firſt turns his attention to the prophecies, it is no wonder, if 
he not only often finds himſelf at a loſs to underſtand their lan- 


guage, but if he alſo feels ſome ſurpriſe at the texture of it. It 


is well if he poſſeſſes modeſty and piety enough, not, at once, to 
conclude that theſe writings are all unintelligible jargon. Atten- 
tion to what follows will tend, I think, not only to aſſiſt us in un- 
derſtanding what \ we read, but to remove ſurpriſe and obviate pre- 
judice. 


However dark or fanciful the ſtyle of the prophets may now ap- 


pear to many, it was anciently of common and approved uſe, and 
well underſtood, in general, by thoſe to whom the prophecies were 
originally addrefſed; and, however it may appear to thoſe who have 
never ſtudied the lubject, is, like other languages, reducible to rule, 
and capable of having its meaning aſcertained. 

That the unlearned reader may form ſome tolerable idea of the 
ſabject, it will be neceſſary to trace up the ſymbolic, or means 
rical writing, to its original. 

There are two ways, eſpecially, by which men communicate 


their thoughts to each other, the firſt by /o:nds, the other by - 


gures.* 

We may ſuppoſe men for ſome time to have contented them- 
ſelves with communicating their thoughts by ſpeech, but there 
being frequent occaſions to have their conceptions either perpe- 
tuated, or communicated at a diſtance, the way of figures was 
next thought of ; but our method of literal writing was doubtleſs 
a long time before it was diſcovered, or brought to any perfection; 
and was, perhaps, at laſt, as fome think, a divine revelation to 
Moſes, when God gave bim the law of ten commands. 

The firſt and molt natural way of communicating our thoughts 
by marks, or figures, is by tracing out the images of things. Thus 
it appears that, formerly, to expreſs the idea of a man or horſe, 
the form of theſe was delineated. This is called picture writing. 
It was in this manner, when the Europeans firſt diſcovered Ame- 
Tica, that the Mexicans recorded their laws and hiſtory. But 
the inconvenience, and imperfection, of this ſort of writing being 
great, men were put upon improvement, and hence þrercglyphics 
and /ymbols. By this contrivance, that writing which was but a 
ſimple painting became a pictured character. The firſt ſtep to- 
wards bringing this fort of writing to perfection, was, 79 make the 
principal circumftance i in the ſubjet fland for Foy whole, Thus 2 


learning and abilities, either to demonſtrate the fulfilment of ky ſacred prophecies 
by the preſent wonderful events, and thus guard his countrymen againſt meaſures 
which might involve us in deſtruction; or to ditlipate thoſe illuſions to which we 
may be expoſed? His name would doubtleſs have great weight, and whatever came 
from ſo reſpectable a perſon muſt command attention. 


* See Dr. Wharburton's Divine Legation of Mz ye f, Book iv. Sect. 4. from. 
whence a pare of what follows is extracted. OF a 
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battle (or two armies in array) was deſcribed by uo hands, one 

Holding a field and the other a bow ; a ſiege was ſignified by a /cal- 
ing ladder, &c. The ſecond, and more artful method of contrac- 

tion, was by putting the inſtrument of the thing, whether real or me- 
| zaphorical, for the thing itſelf. Thus an eye, eminently placed, re- 
Ml preſented God's omniſcience; an eye and ſcepter, a Monarch; a 

ſhip and pilot, the Governor of the univerſe, &c. The third, and 
{till more artificial method of abridging picture writing, was, 70 

| make one thing fland for another, where any real, or ſuppoſed reſem- 
| Glance, or analogy, exiſted. Thus the univerſe was deſigned by 4 
0 ſerpent in a circle, whole variegated ſpots ſignified the ſtars. The 
| Egyptians (ſays the Biſhop of Worceſter) cultivated this ſpecies 
* of hieroglyphic writing more than any other people, while the 
Wt ſplendor and fame of that mighty kingdom excited a veneration 
0 for it in the reſt of the world. Hence it was that the learning of 
| thoſe times, which ſpread from Egypt as from its centre, took a 
bi. ſtrong tincture of the hieroglyphic ſpirit. It is no wonder there- 
1 fore that the Iſraelites, eſpecially, who were bred up in that coun- 
* try, at the very time when this ſort of learning was at its height, 
| 


ſhould carry with them this treaſure, among their other poi, in- 
to the land of Canaan. _ 
| Thus originated the ſymbolic language and writing. And 
ll | hence it is, in condeſcenſion to the ways of men, that this kind of 
ik ſtyle is ſo often uſed by the ſacred writers. Nor let any man 
ll think it degrading, in the Inſpirer of the prophets, thus to conde- 
"Wt ſcend to ſpeak to men in a language like this. To ſpeak to us in 
ll | any way is infinite condeſcenſion; and if we conſider how ancient, 
general and widely diffuſed this ſymbolic-ſtyle has been, and ſtill 
is in the world; how neceſſary it is to rude nations, and how- 
taking with the moſt refined; and that, though it might have had 
its origin, in ſome meaſure, in the fancies of men, yet that it 
ſprung from neceſſity; and, on the whole, had its foundation in 
the nature of things; we ſhall not h much wonder that infinite 
Majeſty has revealed himſelf in ſuch a ſtyle, as admire the Divine 
Wiſdom and Gocdneſs which has vouchſafed us a Revelation that 
is ſo wonderfully contrived, that whilſt, where it is neceſſary, the 
Divine intentions are veiled from the eyes of the thoughtleſs and 
wicked, every thing is ſufficiently clear to anſwer the beſt of pur- 
poſes, in the inſtruction of God's church, and for authenticating 
the ſacred writings; fo contrived that whilſt it is calculated to 
005 charm and captivate the reſined, is, alſo, in its general texture, 
. | vaſtly more fitted to facilitate the reception of it among rude and 
| ſavage nations, than the more refined and philoſophic languages 
of modern times. : 3 | 
1p But, for the better underſtanding ſome of the fcripture ſym- 
1 bols, or metaphors, it may be neceſſary to attend a little more to 
N the main principles on which the ancients founded the ſigniſica- 
Hl! tion of theirs, and from which theſe are taken. There are prin- 
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_ cipally four kinds of ſymbols, beſides thoſe which are taken from 
the hiſtory, and peculiar rites and inſtitutions of the Jews. 

I. Such as are ſingle, and which are taken from the heavenl 
bodies, as the ſun, moon, and flars. The Egyptians, Chaldeans, 
and others, ſuppoſed there was a fort of myſtical connection be- 
tween the worlds invifible, natural and political, They looked 
upon the viſible heavens, and its luminaries, as repreſentatives and 
ſymbols of the inviſible Deity, and his angels, or miniſters; and upon 
kings and their miniſters, the nobility and ſuperior orders in the 
ſtate, as being, in the political world, the repreſentatives of the Deity 
and his angels, in the inviſible world; and as anſwering to the ſun, 
moon, and ſtars, in the natural world; being the inferior links 
in that chain which they ſuppoſed to unite the three worlds, by 
| ſuch a concatenation, from the ſupreme to the loweſt, that the 
affections. of the ſuperior extended throughout to the inferior. 
Hence in the ſymbolic language and character, the ſun was the 
ſymbol of a king or of a father, as the ſcene was laid, in a king- 
dom or family; the moon was the ſymbol of the next in dignity, 
and the ſtars the ſymbols of inferior rulers and magiſtrates. From 
theſe notions grew idolatry, and all the nonſenſe of judiciary a- 
ſ{trology. | 
WM The ſecond kind of fingle ſymbols is borrowed from the 
lower parts of creation, ſuch as animals, mountains, ſeas, rivers, 
and the like. And the ſignification of them is founded (according 
to the notions which the ancients had of their natures, qualities, 
magnitudes, uſes, 8c.) upon the principle of affinity and ſimili- 
tude. Thus a hon, as being accounted the king of beaſts; or an 
eagle, as the king of birds, becomes the ſymbol of an earthly mo- 
narch; and the ſcorpion on account of his poiſon, and perpetual 
moving of his tail to ſtrike, the ſymbol of an inveterate and 
deadly enemy. And as a collective body may be conſidered 
as a fotum, or whole, and therefore one, a wild and ravenous beaſt 
becomes the ſymbol of a tyrannical kingdom, 

3. The third fort of ſymbols, alſo, which are borrowed from 
the arts, cuſtoms and practices of men, are, in like manner, to 
be explained by analogy. Thus the habits of the body ſignify a 
_ perſon's condition, or the diſpoſitions of the mind. Garments 
may be the ſymbols of virtues or vices, according to their quality; 
a girdle the ſymbol of ſtrength and fortitude; and a breaſtplate of 

courage. | _ 
4. A fourth ſort of ſymbols are compound ones, and are to be 
explained by the ſame rule as the former, Thus a lion, fimply, 

is the ſymbol of a king, but if there be added the inftruments of 
deſtruction, ſuch as nails, great teeth, &c. it becomes the ſym- 
bol of a tyrant or tyranny; if there be the addition of wings, they 
denote rapid conqueſts, or great exaltation; if of horns, this com- 
pound ſymbol ſignifies that although, in ſome ſenſes, this power, 
or tyranny, is to be conſidered we one, yet, in others, as not ſo, 
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but as compoſed ot as many as there are horns. To theſe dif- 


ferent kinds of ſymbols, common to almoſt all nations, we may 


add another. 

5. There are ſome ſymbols tine to the ſacred writings, 
taken from the hiſtory, rites, and cuſtoms of the Jews. Thus 
Egypt and Babylon, are put for an idolatrous, proud, imperious, 
and oppreſhve tyranny; Jeruſalem, and Zion, for the true church 
of God; the temple, as the place where the people met for pub- 


lic worſhip, for the viſible church, or the public profeſſion of the 


truth; the hug of the temple, for the ſuppreſſion of the public 
profeſſion of the goſpel; and, conſequently, the opening of it is 
the ſymbol of liberty of conſcience, whether improved or other- 
wiſe. The removal of reſtraints. 

Thus we have brielly traced the origin of the prophetic ſtyle, 
and ſeen upon what principles the prophecies are to be explained; 

and, though ſome degree of obſcurity mult be expected always to 
attend the prophetic writings, yet, by a judicious uſe of the helps 
which are afforded us in the ſacred ſcriptures themſelves, and 
which may be derived from other quarters, they are far from be- 
ing impenetrable. And though the ſeveral ſenſes which ſome 
ſy mbols arc capable of, may prove forme impediment, yet, per- 
haps, not much more than 1s often found in common language, 
in which the plaineſt words frequently admit of very different 
gonſtructions, but which may be underſtood by a cloſe attention 
to the ſubject. And this is as true of the myſtical Book of Reve- 
{ation as of many other prophecies; for, although I cannot pre- 
tend to explain all its myſteries, yet, ſeeing that it was certainly 
given to be underſtood, I have no doubt but the time will come 
when God will raiſe up men to do it, or it would never have been 
prefaced by that remarkable exhortation, which may well make 


thoſe Chriſtians athamed who treat this book as uſeleſs, Bleed is 


be that readeth, and they that hear the words of this Pr ophecy; and 


my thoſe things which are written therein; for the time 16 at hand. 


6 


Let us endeavour haftily to trace the meaning of ſome of the 
principal ſcripture ſymbols. _ 

ANnGELs. Seeing that angels are the miniſters of God's plea- 
ſure, hence an angel, in the prophetic ſtyle, expreſſes every thing 
which brings a meſſage from God, or which executes the will of 
God. A prophetic dream (ſays Lowman) is an angel. The 
winds, and flames of fire are angels to us, when uſed by God as 
voices to teach us, or rods to puniſh us. So that God is properly 
ſaid to reveal by his angel what he makes known, either by voice, 
by dream, by viſion, or any other manner of true prophetic reve- 
lation; and to de that by an angel, which he effects, either by 
the inftrumentality of men, or by other agents. 
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BABYLON, in the Revelation, is not only Rome, but compre- 


hends the whole Antichriſtian church, and territory. This em- 


pire of the ten-horned beaſt is thus denominated; firſt, becauſe 
guilty of uſurpation, idolatry, and perſecution, in the ſame man- 
ner as old literal Babylon was; and then on account of being, by 
a ſucceſſive devolution of power, the poſſeſſor of the pretended 


rights of Babylon. As Babylon, or Aflyria, formerly reigned ſu- 


preme, and trampled on the reſt of mankind, ſo, in later times, 
have the Antichriſtian kingdoms, which make up the body of 


this beaſt, or which conſtitute this myitical polity. 


BALANCE. The well known ſymbol of the ſtrict obſervance of 
juſtice, Job xxxi. 6. Pſal. Ixii. 9. Prov. xi. 1. In Rev. vi. 5. the 
balances ſeem to be the ſymbol of ſcarcity. | 

BeasT. A wild beaſt is the ſymbol of a tyrannical power, or 
monarchy, which deſtroys its neighbours, or lubjects; and per- 
ſecutes the church of God. Dan. vii. 3 7. Jer. xii. 9. Ezek. 
xxxiv. 28. 

Bear. The bel of a tyrannical power which may be ſup- 
poſed to reſemble this animal in its ſtrength, fool-hardineſs, 
greedineſs, and cruelty. Ihe Medo-Perſian monarchy is repre- 
ſented by this beaſt in Dan. vii. 5. 


Binns, ſignify armies in Jer. xii. 9. Ezek. xxxii. 4. XXxix. 17. 
Rev. xix. 17. 


Bind. To mia from acting (Job xxvüi. 11. Rev. xx. 2.) 


as 0 looſe is to permit to act. Rev. ix. 14. xx. 7. 


Blood, the ſymbol of ſlaughter and mortality, Ifa. xxx. 3. Ezek. 
xiv. 19. xxxii. 6. Rev. xiv. 20. xvi. 3. 

Book. As the Jewiſh kings, when they were crowned had the 
book of the law put into their hand, therefore, in alluſion to this 
cuſtom, to receive a book may be the ſymbol of the inauguration 
of a prince. A book written within and without, ſigniſies that 
its contents relate to a long ſeries of great and important events. 
A book being ſealed is the ſymbol of | Oblcurity and ſecrecy; whilft 
opening it ſignifies the revelation of its contents. The Book of 
Lies, is ſo called in alluſion to the cuſtom of kings, who, as they 
had ſeveral books for the record of things, ſo they had a peculiar 
book, in which were entered the names and actions of all theſe 


who did them any ſpecial ſervice, that they might reward them 


in due time. See Eſth. vi. 1, 2. Exod. xxxii. 32, 33. Phil. iv. 3. 
Rev. iii. 5. xiii. 8. xx. 12. 


Bow. The ſymbol of war and victory. Pal. vii. 12. Rev. 
vi. 2. 

BRIMSTONE. The {ſymbol of dreadful torment, and everlaſting 
deſtruction. Job xviii. 15. Iſa. xxxiv. 9. Rev. xix. 20. 

BuRtaL, being an honour paid to the dead, the want of it 1s 
always conſidered as a fort of aggravation of death; and the de- 
nial of it as an act of the greateſt puniſhment, as purſuing a per- 
ſon with vengeance, even — he is dead, 2 Kings ix. 10. Jer. 
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xiv. 16. Rev. xi. 9.; but as in Pſal. Ixxxviii. 11, 12. the grave is 
ſynonymous to the Jand of forgetfulneſs, hence, not to be put in- 
to the grave, may denote that ſuch ſhall be remembered and not 
be ſuffered to be put into everlaſting lence. | 

- CHarzoTs are ſymbols of war, Pfal. Ixviii. 17. Ifa. xxi. 7, 
9. and, as appears from 2 Kings ii. 12. ſometimes of {trength 
and defence. 

City. Cities are frequently repreſented ; in the prophecies un- 
der the type of women, virgins, wives, widows, and harlots, ac- 
cording to their different characters and conditions, as in Iſa. 
XXXV11. 22. xlvii. 8, 9. Rev. xvii. 3. xviii. 7. The great city in 
the Apocalypſe is the ſame as Baby/on the great, and ſtands in op- 
poſition to the true church of God; lignifying the united polity of 
the beaſt's kingdom.“ 

CLoup. If a cloud be without any tokens cf a ſtorm, it al- 
ways denotes good, and implies ſucceſs. As preſerving from the 
ſcorching rays of the ſun, it is the ſymbol of protection, Ifa. iv. 

A king, ſay the ancient writers on ſymbols, riding upon 
clouds, ſignifies his ruling over foreign nations, and his being ex- 
ceedingly proſperous and ſucceſsful: In holy writ, clouds are 
frequently the ſymbols of multitudes and armies, Jer. iv. 13. 
_ Heb. x11. 1. A whzrte cloud is the ſymbol of exceeding good ſuc- 
ceſs. Theſe ideas illuſtrate thoſe paſſages where Jeſus Chriſt is 
ſaid to come in the clouds of heaven, and to fit on a white aud. 
Matth. xxiv. 30. Rev. xiv. 14. 

_ DaRKNess. See light. 

Day. See light and rime. | 

DearTH, is the deſtruction of the ſubject ſpoken of, according to 
the nature of that ſubject. Thus, when Amos predicts, (chap. 
ii. 2.) Moab fhall die with tranult, with ſhouting, and with the 
found of the trumpet, the meaning is that the king and government 
of Moab ſhall loſe their power, and the nation ſhall be brought 
into ſubjection and ſlavery. Death is a ceaſing to act, and to en- 
oh whilſt to live is the contrary. Ifa. xxvi. 14, 19. xxvil. 7. 

zek. xxvüi. 8. Xxxvii. 1. Rev. xi. 7. Moral Death, is to be un- 
der the power of ſinful habits, and in a ſtate of alienation from 
God. Rom. viii. 6. Eph. ii. 1. 

Dx aGcon. All ſerpents, according to their ſize, are the ſym- 
bols of greater or leſſer enemies. The dragon among the an- 
cients was eſteemed the ſymbol of a king that was an enemy; as 
alſo of a pirate and a murderer. In Ezek. xxix. 3, 4. it is uſed 


<M Mr. King, I think, is evidently wrong, in rendering " TAG αννενν in Rev. 
xvi. 19. a flate, which was a great one, and applying it to Poland. This phraſe 
muſt every where, in this book, ſignify the ſame polity, city, or ftate; and, if l 
may ſo ſpeak, is always definite and emphatical. It is true that Poland has been 
divided between three robbers; but the diviſion here referred to, is, l think, yet to 
eome, and moſt probably points at ſome threefold diviſion of the territory of the 
| beaſt, which will fucceed the diffolution of the Antichriſtian kingdoms. See Re- 
marks on the Signs of che Times, by Edward King, Eſq. p. 13. 
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28 a ſymbol of the king of Egypt. See alſo Pſal. Ixxiv. 13, 14- 


Ifa. xxvii. 1. Rev. xii. 3 
Doss, are the {ymbols of perſons who make themſelves abo- 
minable by the practice of unnatural luſts. gluttony, perſecution, 
apottacy, &c, Pfal. xxii. 16, 20. Prov. xxvl. 11. Rev. xxii. 15. 

Drunk. This is ſometimes the ſymbol of the folly and mad- 
neis of ſinners, who, making no ule of their underſtanding, in- 
volve themſelves in all forts of crimes; at others of the ſtupidity 
of idolaters, who act as though they had no reaſon Perſecu- 
tors alſo, as acting with the mad fury of drunkards,- are repre- 
fented as drunk, Rev. xvii. 2. It ſignifies likewiſe that aſto- 
niſhment, ſtupidity and miſery, which ariſes from God's judg- 
ments, Iſa. xxix. 

EARTH, as oppoſed to heaven lignifies, ſymbolically, the infe- 
rior, or governed part, of the political world, and this may be 
conſidered again as divided into land and ea, (Hag. li. 6.) conti- 

nents and iſlands and rivers, . (Pfal. Ixxx1x. 25, Kc. The go- 
verning part being the heaven of this political world. This agrees 
with the ideas of the ancients reſpecting the three worlds, but I 
ſee no proof that the earth as oppoſed to the ſea ſignifies, as ſome 
ſuppoſe, nations in a ſtate of peace; for, though many waters ſig- 
nity peoples, and multitudes, and nations, yet unleſs the Zea be. 
deſcribed as in a perturbed ſtate, (as in Luke xxi. 25.) it is not a 
ſymbol of nations at war, but ſtands, generally, when not to be 
underſtood literally, for foreign countries and maritime parts, as 
Ifa. xx. 11. Ix. 5. Men of therarth, and ſuch like phraſes, ſigni- 
fy men of baſe minds, in oppoſition to God's nan whoſe tem- 
per is heavenly. | 

EarTHQUAKE. As earthquakes, when great, overturn moun- 
tains, alter the courſes of rivers, and produce great changes in na- 
ture, they are therefore made to ſignify great convulſions and re- 
volutions in the political world, Joel ii. 10. Hag. 11. 21. Heb, 
xii. 26. Rev. xi. 13. xvi. 18. | 

EaT, in a ſymbolical ſenſe, ſigniſies Condens to digeſt and 
meditate upon, Ezek. iii. 1. Rev. x. 9. But when the idea of de- 
youring is to be underſtood, it ſignifies prunes and deſtruction, 
Deut. xxx1i. 42. Rev. xvii. 16. 

Far and FLRSsR, ſignify the riches, goods, and poſſeſſions of 
any perſon or nation, Iſa. xvii. 4. Jer. v. 28. Micah ii. 2, 3. 
So that t0 eat the fleſb of any is to ſpoil them, of their riches, No. 
xvii. 16. xix. 18. 

Fink, when not put for light, is the ſymbol < that which tor- 
ments and deſtroys, particularly war, as in Iſa. xlii. 25. Ixvi. 15. 
Rev. xix. 20. It ſignifies alſo perſecutions, 1 Cor. iii 13. 1 Pet. iv. 12. 

TokrcnEs of fire before a throne are the ſymbols of the royal 
preſence, it being an ancient cuſtom for kings to have fire carried 
before them as a mark of honour and empire; and which, when 
they went to war, was uſed to give the ſignal of battle. This 
may nm Rev. iv. 5. 
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Fire from heaven ſignifies the denunciations of vengeance from 
perſons in authority. Rev. xiii. 13. 

FoREHEAD, ſignifies a public profeſſion before men, and as ſer- 
vants of old were marked in their foreheads with the mark of 
their maſter, (a practice forbidden to the Jews, Lev. xix. 28.) 
therefore, to receive a mark in the forehead, ſignifies to make an 
open profeſſion of belonging to that perſon, or party, whoſe mark 
is ſaid to be received. 

FoRNICATION, in the holy ſcriptures, is made the ſymbol of 
idolatry, and of alliances between nations for the purpoſes of 
commerce and mutual ſupport. But ſomething criminal muſt be 
{uppoſed to be connected with theſe alliances. Iſa. xxiii. 17. 
Ezek. xvi. 29. Rev. xiv. 8. xvii. 2. As this fin does not neceſſa- 
rily imply the breach of the marriage covenant, it is the apt ſym- 
bol, not only of the crimes of Tyre, but of the myſtical whore of 
Babylon.» Her fin is never called adultery, becauſe ſhe was never 
in covenant with Chriſt. It is net, as with Iſrael, the true church 
corrupted, but quite another body, under an aſſumed name, that 
is directly oppoſed to the ſpouſe of Chriſt. OR. 
 FRoGs. The ſymbols (ſays Philo) of vain opinions and glory, 
having only noiſe and ſound, without reaſon. They ſignify im- 
poſtors and Fatterers (ſays Artemidorus) and bode good to them 
that get their living out of the common people. I heſe are they 
who go forth to the kings of the earth, to flatter them, and draw 
them into war, Rev. xvi. 13. | , 

GARMENTS are the ſymbols of a perſon's ſtate, condition, 
qualities, and the like. White garments, as being thoſe worn b 
prieſts, kings, and nobles, and at feſtivals, are the ſymbols of 
holineſs, exaltation, and joy, Pſal. li. 7. Eccl. ix. 7, 8. Ifa. Ix. 

10. Rev. iii. 4. iv. 4. vii. 9, 13. XV. 6. xix. 8, 14. Garments of 
fackcloth, ſignify affliftion and mourning. To keep the garments 
(Rev. xvi. 15.) is to preſerve our faith and chriſtian virtue pure, 
whole and entire, becauſe as garments cover and adorn the body, 
ſo do thefe the mind. | | 

GEms, or precious ſtones, according to their colour, ſignify 
different things, holineſs, juſtice, truth, wiſdom, honour, &c. 
Thus the blue ſapphire pavement under the feet of Jehovah, 
Ex. xxiv. 10. appears to have been, to Moſes and his compani- 
ons, the ſymbol of the Divine benignity. This idea of Gems, 
ſays Dr. Lancaſter, may be confirmed by the expoſition of the 
colour of them given by the Indian interpreter, in chap. 247. 
where he explains the 4vh:te colour of good will and favour; the 
red of joy from ſucceſs in war, and being a terror to enemies; 
the blue of joy, from gentleneſs and moderation; the green of 
great renown, from conſtancy, faith, and piety. Theſe ideas 
may throw ſome light on ſeveral paſſages in the book of Revela- 
tion, particularly, as chap. iv. 4. XX. II, 18—21. See allo Iſa. 
iv. 11, . | Y 8 5 
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G18DLE, The ſymbol of peace and ſtrength, defence, and ho- 
nour, Job xii. 18. Iſa. xi. 5. xxii. 21. Rev. i. 13. xv. 6. 

HaiL, in the prophecies, ſignifies the inroads of enemies, kil- 
ling and deſtroying, Iſa. xxviii. 2. xxx. 30, 31. xxxii. 19. Ezek. 
Xilt. 11. 13. Rev. vill. 7. xi. 19. xvi. 21. 

HaRrvesrT, in ſeveral places in the ſcriptures, denotes ſome de 
ſtroying judgment, by which people fall as corn by the ſcythe. 
It is thus uſed Iſa. xvii. 5. Joel iti. 13. Rev. xiv. 15. But it is 
ſometimes uſed in a very different ſenſe; for when the idea of ſe- 
parating and gathering in to lay up, is implied, it means good, as 
in Matth. xiii. 30. Mark iv. 29. 

Hear, if ſcorching, is the ſymbol of affliction and calamity, 
Iſa. xlix. 10. Rev. vii. 16. xvi. 8. It is thus whether it be from 
the ſun, or occaſioned by thoſe burning winds which are ſo de- 
ſtructive in the eaſtern countries. 

HEAVEN, according to the ancients b to whoſe ideas 
of things, the ſymbolic language and character were fa{hioned) 
there is a three-fold world; and, therefore, a three-fold heaven; 
the inviſible, viſible, and Soliticad. Which lait may be either civil, 
or ecclgſiaſtical: and relative either to a family, a ſingle kingdom, 
or many kingdoms and ſtaßes, juſt as the ſcene is laid. But 
wherever it is laid the heaven ſignifies the ruling power, or go- 
vernment; that is, the whole aſſembly of ruling powers, which, 
with the ſubjects, make the political world; and the former are 
to the latter, what the natural heaven, with its ſun, moon and 
ſtars, are to the natural earth, ſtanding over and ruling them. 
So that according to the ſubject (ſays Dr. Lancaſter) is the term 
to be limited, and therefore Artgmidorus (Lib. ii. c. 73.) writing 
in the times of the Roman emperors, makes Italy to be the hea- 
ven. As heaven, ſays he, is the abode of gods, fo is Italy of kings. 
This may illuſtrate the viſions in Rev. xvi. Was Italy or Rome, 
the political heaven of the Roman empire? Lhe provinces were 
the earth, the ſea and rivers over which this heaven ruled. 
The continental parts might be conſidered as its earth, the mari- 

time parts as its fea, and thoſe parts remarkably abounding wit 
Tivers might be conſidered as the rivers over which it ruled. 
Heaven, and power, and glory, are, in ſcripture, ſometimes near- 
ly ſynonymous, Matth. xxiv. 29, 30. When the Lord, by the 
prophet Haggai (chap. ii. 6, 7.) ſays, I will ſhake the * and 
the earth, and the ſea, and the dry land; and 1 will ſhake all nations ; 
it is eaſy to perceive that the heavens ſignify the governments, 28 
it is alſo when our Lord ſays, The powers of the heavens ſhall be 
| ſhaken. And thus in Iſa. li. 6. The heavens which God plants, and 
the foundations of the earth which he lays, are the government and 
commonwealth of Iſrael, which were of his eftabliſhing when he 
ſaid to Zion, thou art my people. And the new heavens and new 
earth which in Ifa. lxv, 17, God promiſes to create, ſignify a new 
government, a new kingdom and people; a new order of things, 
in the civil and eccleſiaſtical world, anal is to take place w hen 
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he ſhall reign before his aucientt glorioufly, and the preſent ſun and 
moon ſhall be aſhamed, Iſa. xxiv. 23. To afcend to heaven, is to 
riſe to the exerciſe of power, and to obtain rule and dominion, 
as all the interpreters of the Egyptian and Ethiopian ſymbols 
agree. And thus is the ſymbol to be underſtood in Iſa. xiv. 13, 
14. To deſcend from heaven, is to act by a commiſſion from hea- 
ven. Fire comiug daun from heaven we have ſeen to ſignify the 
wrath of the governing powers falling on the people. | 

Horns are the ſymbols of power and ſtrength, and hence of 
kings and kingdoms, PL. xviii. 2, Dan: vii. 7, 24. Zech. i. 18. 
And ſeeing that a beaſt which hath his horns broken has loſt his 
chief power of defence, and of doing miſchief; hence, when king- 
doms and empires loſe their itrength and are overcome, they are 
thus repreſented, Dan. vii. 7. Jer. xlviii. 2g, Horns, when on 
wild beaſts, denote, not only power, but tyranny. | 

Hoxsg. The horſe being uſed, of old, chiefly for warlike ex- 

ditions, and not uſually for riding and drudgery, he was made 
the ſymbol of war and conqueſt, of dignity, fame, power and 
proſperity. A <vhite horſe is the ſymbol of joy and proſperity; a 
black horſe brings affliction, diſaſters and anguiſh; and ſeems, in 
Rev. vi. 5. to be the ſymbol of famine; a pale horfe denotes peſ- 
tilence; a red horſe ſignifies calamities by war, &c. Zech. i. 8. 
Rev. vi. 4. | | F 

HuxGrtR and THIR5T are the ſymbols of affliction, Deut, 
XXX11. 24. Rev. vii. 16. | 

ISCENSE is ſometimes put to ſignify the prayers and praiſes of- 
fered to God, Mal. 1. 11. Rev. v. 8. 

IsLaNDS. All places to which men paſſed by ſea, were, by 
the Jews, called iflands; as alſo thoſe places that were ſituated 
pear the ſea, convenient for foreign trade, and to which mer- 
chants reſorted for traſſic. Hence Dr. Lancaſter, and Mr. Dau- 
buz, ſay, Iflands, ſymbolically, fignify the riches, revenues, 
places or ways of trading, and treaſures, of the matter about 
which the ſymbol is employed. 5 e 

Key, fignifies power, and truſt committed, Iſa, xxii. 22. 
Matth. xvi. 19. Rev, 19 M9: OR OR 
LEOPARD, as a ſymbol, is uſed in the prophecies (Jer. v. 6. 
X111, 23. Dan. vii. 6. Rev. xiii. 2.) upon account of three quali- 
ties, viz. cruelty, ſwiftneſs, and the variety of his ſkin. Amon 
the Egyptians, the leopard was the ſymbol of a crafty, pernici- 
ous perſon. FF 8 
LISHT. Seeing that lights or luminaries direct and ſhew the 
way, and aſliſt men in the performance of things, and without 
which they would not know what to do, or whither to go; and 
therefore may be ſaid to govern them : hence all luminarjes, in 
the ſymbolic language, ſignity the ruling powers. And feeing 
that the edicts and laws which proceed from the ſovereign power, 
are for the direction of the conduct of the ſubjects, light becomes 
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the ſymbol of theſe laws. Hence the Pſalmiſt ſays (Pf. cxix. 
105.) Thy word is a light unto my path. And in John viii. 12. 
Jeſus Chriſt is called he light of the world, and in Mal. iv. 2. 
the Sun of righteouſneſs. Lightnings, being attended with de- 
ſtructive fire, are the ſymbols of thoſe commands and edicts 
which occaſion deſtruction to thoſe who oppoſe them, and of the 
deſtructions themſc!ves, 2 Sam. xxii. 15. Pf. cxliv. 6. Ezek. i. 
13. Rev. iv. 5. viii. 5. xi. 19. xiii. 13. xvi 18. 

Sun, moon and flars. Wherever the ſcene of government is 
laid, whether in a ſtate or family, the ſun, moon and ſtars, 
when mentioned together, denote the ſeveral degrees of power, 
or governors in the ſame. Thus in Joſeph's dream, Gen. xxxvii. 
10. the ſun ſignified Jacob, as the head of the family; his wife 
was denoted by the moon, as next in authority; and his ſons by 
the ſtars. Thus in a kingdom, the king, or the ſovereign power 
which he repreſents and exerciſes, is the ſun; the next in power, 
the moon; whilſt the inferior rulers and governors are the 
greater and leſſer ſtars. Hence, when the kingdom of Egypt is 
threatened with ruin, the language is (Ezek. xxxii 7, 8.) When J 
ſhall put thee out, I will cover the heaven, and make the flars thereof 
dark; I will cover the ſun with a cloud, and the moon ſhall not give 
her light. All the bright lights of heaven will I make dark over thee, 
and ſet darkneſs upon thy land, faith the Lord God. | 

And it muſt be remembered, that however extenſive the 
ſcene in which a prophecy may be laid, though it may compre- 
hend many kingdoms and ſtates, the derorun of the ſymbols, or 
the fitneſs of things, requires, that there ſhould be but one ſun, 
and one moon, it being ſo in nature. See Iſa. xxiv. I, 21, —23. 
Matth. xxiv. 29 Luke xxi. 25. Here, though the earth is vt- 
terly broken down, and the high ones that are on high, and the 
| kings of the earth are puniſhed, and nations are diſtreſſed ; yet, 
there is but one ſun, and one moon. See allo Rev. viii. 12. xvi, 8. 

When a king is not compared with his nobles and princes, but 
is conſidered by himſelf, or compared with other kings, a ſtar 
may then be his ſymbol, as in Num. xXxiv. 17. Iſa. xiv. 13. { 
will exalt my throne above the ſlart, means, above all other fove- 
reigns. As /ight is the ſymbol of joy and ſafety, ſo, on the con- 
_ trary, darkneſs is the ſymbol of adverſity and mifery, Pal. cvii, 
14. Jer. xiii. 16. xxxiv. 12. Matth. xxiv. 29. Rev. Ix. 2. 

XVI. 10. 
Whatever comes g the riſing of the ſun, betokens 3 
2 Sam. xxii. 4. Hoſ. vi. 3. Iſa. lviii. 8. Luke 1. 78, 79. 
Rev. ii. 28. 

Lion. The ſombol of a king, and is ſeldom to be underſtood 
in an ill ſenſe, but when his mouth, or ſomething is noticed 

which betokens rapacity, Pſ. xxii. 21. 2 Tim. iv. 17. Rev. v. 5. 

Live. See under death and reſurrection. | 

| LocusTs, As riſing in vaſt companies, ſo as to darken the hea. 
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vens, like a black cloud; as making a noiſe with their wings like 
the clathing of an army; as making a terrible havock in the coun- 
tries where they fall; and cauſing great conſternation and afflic- 
tion to men, are the apt ſymbols of invading enemies, Joel ii. 
Rev. ix. z 11. The time of their depredations is generally 
about five months, viz. part of April, May, June, July, Auguſt, 
and part of September. This ſeems alluded to Rev. ix. 5, 10. 
To Measvurs, to nete, and to divide; are the ſame, and ſig- 
nify taking poſſeſſion of, Pf. Ix. 6, Ifa. xviii. 2. Ezek. xl. Rev. 
11. 1j 2. 

MovunTain. The governing part of the political world is re- 
er- by various ſymbols, according to the allegories ufed. 
the allegory be fetched from the heavens, then the luminaries 
thereof denote the governing parts; if from animals, the head or 
3 if from the earth, the mountains and hills, as the moſt 

ofty, ſtrong, and conſpicuous parts of it, ſtand for kings and 
3 lords and great men, Iſa. ii. 2. xli. 15. xlii. 15. Jer. 


li. 25. Amos iv. 5. Dan. ii. 35, 44, 45. Rev. vi. 14. viii. 8. 
xvi. 20. 

Moox. See under light. | 

NouTnr. The mouth, in a metaphorical fenſe, ſignifies: the 
words which proceed out of it, Pf, Ixxaii. 9. Ifa. xlix. 2. It m 
therefore ſtand for commands, decrees, &c. And hence for a 
perſon to come out of the mouth of another, ſignifies to be con- 
ſtituted, appointed, and commanded to become an agent or mi- 
niſter under a ſuperior power: and thus for a ſword to proceed 
out of the mouth of the Lord, fignifies, that the effects which are 
produced are from him, and of his appointing. The water which 
the dragon cafts out of his mouth Rev. x1. 15, 16.) are the perſe- 
cuting laws of the perſecutor, of whom the dragon is the ſym- 

bol, &c. 

N a KEDNEss, 5 firr or folly, Ezek. xyi. 36. In 2 Chron. 
xxviii. 19. it ſtands for idolatry. And, in many places, for po- 
verty and miſery, as the puniſhment of fin, Jer. xlix. 10. Hof. 
11. 

NuMBERS. Seven, beſides its uſual fianification; denotes an 
univerſality, as being a number of fulneſs and perfection, Sam. 
ii. 5. Lev. xxvi. 24. Pf. x11. 6. And hence the ſeven ſeals, ſeven 
trumpets, &c. in the Apocalypſe. Ten, according to the ſtyle of 
the ſcriptures, may mean /everal, indeterminately, Gen. xxxi. 7. 
Lev. xxvi. 26. Amos vi. 9. Zech. vin. 23. And thus ſome un- 
derſtand the zen horns, Rev. x11. 3. X11. I. as denoting an inde- 
terminate number of mon: archies; many. 

sus. Branches of the palm tree are the ſymbols of j Joys 
after victory, attended with antecedent ſufferings, Rev. vii. 

RRSURRECTIOxN, when ufed ſymbolically, ſignifies a recove 

of ſuch rights and liberties as have been taken away, and a deli- 
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verance from bondage, perſecution, and aſſliction, Iſa. xxvi. 19. 
Ezek. xxxvii. 11—14. Dan. xii. 2. Rev. xi. 1t. 

RiVERs. See water. 

Scokpiod, on account of his conſtantly moving his tail to 
ſtrike, and becauſe of the anguiſh his poiſon occaſions, is the 
ſymbol of a wicked enemy, or miſchievous perſon, Ezek. ii. 6. 
Rev. ix. 3, 10. | 

SHIPS, appear to ſignify the merchandize and treaſure which 
they bring; and the men who navigate them, Iſa. ii. 16. xxili. I. 
Rev. viii. 9. 5 

SILENCE, metaphorically, fignifies any ceaſing from action. 
Thus (as it is in the Hebrew) Joſhua faid to the ſun, Be filent— 
and the fun awas filent, Joſh. x. 12, 13 And thus filence from 
war is a cefſation from acts of hoſtility, 1 Kings xxu. 3. Iſa. xv. 
1. Jer. viii. 14. 

SMOKE, conſidered as obſcuring the fight, may, perhaps, ſigni- 
fy groſs errors, which darken the underſtanding. When con- 
ſidered as proceeding from incenſe offered to God, or in alluſion 
to the cloudy pillar, Exod xiii 21. xiv. 19, 20, 24 it is generally 
the ſame as a cloud of covering, or protection, Iſa. iv. 5. But if 
it is to be conſidered as proceeding from fire only, it then (as the 
Indian, Perfian, and Egyptian interpreters agree) ſignifies diſeaſes, 
anger, puniſhment, or war. And thus, in the ſcriptures, as 
ſmoke is, for the moſt part, the adjunct of war and deſtruQtion, 
(Gen. xix. 28. Joſh. vin. 20.) it is hence made the ſymbol of theſe 
evils, as in Ifa. xiv. 31. Joel. ii. 30 Rev. ix. 2. 17, 18. xiv. 11. 
xviii. 9, 18, and molt probably in chap. xv. 8, Daubuz, in his 
comment on Rev. ix. 2. obſerves that ſmoke, in the ſymbolical 
authors, though joined to incenſe, implies war. In ſeveral places 
it ignifies the anger and judgments of God, 2 Sam. xxXii. 9. Pal. 
xvili. 8. Ixxiv. i. As unſubſtantial, it is the ſymbol of that which 
is vain, frail, and periſhing, Pf. xxxvii. 20. Iſa. li. 6. 
 SoREs or ULCERs are very analogous to the vices and guilt of the 
mind; to trouble and affliction; and hence theſe affections of the 
body become the ſymbols of the ſtate of the mind, and of the ca- 
lamities which afflict men and nations, 2 Chron. vi. 29. Pſal. 
xxxviii. 11. Ixxvil. 2. Iſa. i. 6. Rev. xvi. 2, 11. 

STARs. See under Light. 
STING, is equivalent to the poiſon which it contains and tranſ- 
mits into the wound which it makes. In ſcripture, poiſon, lies, 
error, curſes, and miſchief, are ſynonymous, Pal. Iviii. 3, 4. cxl. 

3. 1 Cor. xv. $5, 56. Rev. ix. 10. 

SToONEs. The moſt ancient way among the Grecians of giving 
.ſentence in courts of judicature, was by back and white ſtones. 
They who were for acquittal caſt into an urn a ite pebble, and 
thoſe who who were for condemning a b/ack one. And thus the 
people gave their votes in * to offices. Hence a white 
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None became a ſymbol of abſolution in judgment, and of confer- 


ring honours and rewards, Rev. 11. 17. 

Sud. See under Light. 

OWORD, is the Ne of affliction, war, perſecution, and 
laughter, Jer. v. 12. Ezek. v. 2, 17. xi. 9. Matth. x. 34. Luke 


. IF. Ne. it. 16. Lin, 10. xix; 27% 


TIERNACLE and TEMPLE. On account of the tokens of the 
Divine preſence, which reſided, firſt in the tabernacle, and after: 
wards in the temple of the Jews, theſe are made the ſymbols of 
God's peculiar preſence and favour, Rev. xxi. 3 As conſecra- 
ted to God; as the ſeat of inſtruction, and the repolitory of the, 
Divine laws; and as it was here that all Ifrael, in days of liberty, 
met for the purpoſes of worſhip, they became the ſymbols of 
God's CO church, Pf. xv. 1. Eph. ii 21. 2 Theff. it. 4. Heb. 


vii. 2. Rey. iii. 12. vi. 15. x1 1. 19 Kili. 6. XV. 5, 6, 8 IF 


the Re be /out, by an enemy's poſſeſſing the entrance, it ſig- 
nifies the ſuppreſſion of the public profeſhon of the truth, and of 
the public worſhip of God, Rev. x. 1, 2. But if it be open, it de- 
notes religious liberty, ver. 19, and chap. xv. 5. And feeing that 
the high prieſt only had admiſſion into the moſt holy place, where 
the ark of the covenant, and the other ſpecial fymbols of the 
more immediate preſeme of God were to be ſeen, (Heb. ix. 7.) 
therefore, for the temple to be open, and its inmoſt receſſes to be 


ſo diſcloſed, as for the ark of the covenant to be ſeen, is the ſym- 


bol of the higheſt ſtate of liberty and privilege, Rev. xi. 1 
Tait, in holy writ, ſignifies, ſymbolically, firſt, ſubjection 
under tyranny, Deut xxviii. 13. Secondly, thoſe who are baſe, 


as the falſe prophets threatened in Ifa. ix. 14, 15. or fuch as are 


of mean condition, xix. 15 5. Thirdly, when the tail of a creature, 
which is made the ſymbol of a tyrannical power, is noticed, it ap- 
pears to ſignify the latter end of that power; the period of its de- 
cline; or its declining ſtate, as in Rev. ix. 10, 19. xii. 4. Thus 
Poole on Iſaiah vii. 4. ſays, of the z4vs tails of the ſmoaking fire- 


brands, Rezin and Pekah, « They are not whole fire-brands, 
burning in the fire, but only ſmall pieces or ends of them“ 


TE. ETH, are the ſymbols of cruelty; or of a devouring enemy, 
Deut. xxxii. 24. Pfal. Ivii. 4. Dan. vii. 5, 7. Rev. ix. 8 ; 

TaRoxe. The ſymbol of authority and power; of a kingdom, 
or government; or the principal feat of any thing, whether of 
iniquity and idolatry, or of a government; the capital city of a king- 


dom, Gen. Xli. 40. 1 Kings i. 37. Pſal. xi. 4. xciv. 20. exxii. 5. 
Jer. it. 17. Hag. it. 22. Rev. f. 13. Ai. 2. 8. 


TrHuNDER, i in Pal. xxix. 3. is called the voice of the Lord; and, 


as coming from the rial heavens, may well be conlidered as the 


ſymbol of fuch laws, decrees, orders, and counſels of the Al- 
mighty, as are enacted with terror, or which, in their proclama- 
tion, or execution and effects, cauſe terror and conſternation, 
BY, xix. 16. Pf. civ. 7. Rev. iv. 5. VII. 5. xi. 19. 


THUNDER, as that which /hakes and produces de eftruAive effetts, 
is the ſymbol of war; of revolutions and changes, in the affairs 
of {tates and kingdoms, Ifa. xxix 6. Hag. ii. 6, 7, 22. and this 
it appears to ſignify, in Rev. vin. 5. x. 3. xi. 19. xvi. 18. 

Tims. As to aſcertain the meaning of the different terms of 
time, in the ſymbolic language, is of very great importance, the 
more attention is due to it Mr. Daubuz and Dr. Lancaſter have 
brought forward a great deal of very important matter on this 
ſubject, which throws much light on it; and which ſhould be 
well conſidered by thoſe who would underſtand thoſe Prophecy 
in which terms of time are mentioned, and numbers given. * 
% Days, months and years, fays Artemidorus, have not always 
« their proper ſignification, for months are ſometimes denoted by 
cc years, and days too, and years and days by months, and months 
© and years by days. But that this may not become doubtful; 
« when years are mentioned, if they be proportionable and ſuitable, 
ce they may be accounted as years; if over many, as days; the 
« ſame rule reciprocally for days; if lefs as months, let them be 
ce taken according to the preſent occafion.” From theſe words 
it appears that in the ſymbolical language, the aforeſaid terms of 
time are ſymbolical; and that the ſaid terms, are, in the ſame 
language, ſynonymous, as they are alſo in the oriental languages. 
And thus, in the att writings, a day 1s ſometimes put for a 
year: as in Numb. xiv. 34. Ezek. iv. 4, 6. This practice ſeems 
to have riſen, either — days and years being all one in the pri- 
mitive ſtate of the world, or elſe trom the ignorance of men at 
firſt in ſettling words to expreſs the determined ſpaces of time. 
A day with them was a year; three months a year; four months a 
year; {ix months a year, as well as the whole revolution of the ſun. 
It is worth obſerving that the Egyptians, from whom the ſymbolical 
language chielly came, were involved in this uncertainty, and gave 
the name of year to ſeveral ſorts of revolutions of time John Ma- 
lela, who in his work has copied more ancient authors, ſays, plainly, 
that they called a day a year. The day 1s a pericd, and revolu- 
tion, and fo it is an ure, year. From the ſame author, and 
ſeveral others (Diod. Sic. L. 1. p. 15. Plin. Nat. Hiſt. L. 7. c. 48.) 
it appears alſo that they accounted a month a year. Plutarch, 
(Vit. Num. Pomp.) and Diodorus, (L. 1. p. 16.) ſay, that four 
months, or a ſeaſon, were called a year. As for the revolution of 
the ſun, which is done in the ſpace of time which we call a 
year, it was called by them a year of the ſun, or in other words the 
year of God. Hor. Ap. Hieroglyph. V. L. 1. Hence a full year is 
called by Virgil a great year, and by 1 the year of Jupiter. 

Terms of time being thus ambiguous among the ancients, they 


As what follows under this article has not been brought forward in the 

early editions of the Signs of the Times, though a great part of it appears in this, 
it may be proper, here, to prelent the reader with all that is though: ncedful on 
this 2280 oct, | 


Iſa. xxv1. 17, 18. Ixvi. 7. Jer. iv. 31. Rev. xu. 2. 
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muſt, in the ſymbolical language, be by the rule of Proportion 
determined by the circumſtances. 

In prophetical viſions the events and objects are drawn in mi- 
niature, the duration, therefore, of the events muſt be repreſent- 
ed in terms ſuitable to the ſymbols. Thus, if a vaſt empire per- 
fecuting the church for 1260 years was to be ſymbolically repre. 
ſented by a beaſt, the decorum of the ſymbol would require that 
the faid time of its tyranny ſhould not be expreſſed by 1260 years; 
becauſe it would be monſtrous to repreſent a beaſt ravaging for ſo 
long a ſpace of time; but by 1260 days. And thus a day may 
imply a year, becauſe, that ſhort revolution of the ſun, bears the 
ſame proportion to the yearly, as the type to the antitype. 

Day in general (Com. on Rev. xi. 9.) may ſignify any appoint- 
ed time which the Holy Ghoſt may extend to any length or re- 
volution of time, as in Iſa. xxxiv. 8 If the Holy Ghoſt hath 
pitched upon hee days and an half (in the caſe of the death of 
the witneſſes) rather than any other ſymbolical term, or time, it 
is by reaſon of the ſymbol, a dead body, the Holy Ghoſt obſerving 
conftantly the decorum of the ſymbols uſed, as much as may be, 
that the analogy of the ſymbols may be well obſerved. 

Toxcn, when conſidered only in reſpect of its burning, is the 


ſymbol of great anger and deſtruction. Zech. xii. 6. 


TRAVELLING WITH CHILD, is a ſymbol of great endeavours to 
bring ſomething to paſs, not without great pain and difficulty. 
-If the ſym- 
bol be the bringing forth of a man child, it denotes the ſuperior 
excellence, or a Jong of that which is produced or accom- 
pliſhed, Iſa. Ixvi. 7. Rev. xii. 5. 

Tartar, Signifies to overcome, and bring into 3 
Deut. xxxili. 29. Pſal. lx. 1 2. Iſa. x. 6. Dan. VI. 23. Mie. i. 3. 
Rev. xi. 2. 

TakkEs, according to their ſizes, henry, &c. are the ſymbols. 
of men of ſuperior ſtations and characters. Cant. ii. 3. Iſa. x. 


19. xl. 19. Ixi 3. Ezek. xvil. 3. 23. xXx1. 9. Jer. vii. 20. Zech. 


iv. 3, 14. Rev. vii. 3. viii. 7. As trees 40 great men, ſo 
boughs, branches, ſlems, and plants, denote their offspring. IIa. 


xi. 1. Gen. xlix. 22. Ezek. xvii. 4, 23. and as trees are the ſym- 
bols of princes and great men, fo graſs, by the rule of analogy, 


mult ſignify the common people. 2 Kings xix. 26. Ifa. xxxv. 
7. Rev. viii. 79. The tree & life is the ſymbol of immortality. 
Gen. iii. 22. Rev. ii. 7. xxil. 2, 14. This is not a ſingle tree 
but a ſpecies, planted on each fide of the river of water of life. 

TrumeeT. By the found ofthe trumpet proclamations were 
made; aſſemblies called together; alarms ſounded in times of war, 


_ fignals given for commencing battles, &c. hence the trumpet became 


the ſymbol of war, and hgnifies, 1 m the prophets, a denunciation of 
judgments, and a warning of the imminent approach of them. 
Ila. xviil. 3. Jer. iv. 19, 20. Vi. 1. Ii. 27. Joel ii. 1. Zeph. i. 16. Rev. 
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vii. 2, 6, 7, 8. &c. But being uſed to proclaim the feſtivals of - 
the new-moons, the ſabbaths, paſſover, jubilee, &c. they are al- 
fo the ſymbols of glad tidings and liberty. Ifa. xxvii. 13. 

Vins. This is a frequent ſymbol by which the prophets re- 
preſent the nation of Iſrael. Pſal. lxxx. 8. Jer. ii. 21. The vine 
of the earth is a corrupt church and people, the cluſters of which 
(the cities, colleges, monaſteries, &c.) are ripe in fin and hy- 
pocriſy, and for deſtruction. Rev. xiv. 18,—20. 

Warr. The ſymbol of defence and ſafety. Iſa. xxvi. 1. 
Zech. ii. 5. Rev. xxl. 12. 3 

WATER being ſo neceſſary to the comfort of life, and to life jit- 
ſelf; and the want of it being attended with ſuch dreadful pain, 
and ſo miſerable a death, it is hence made to ſignify all bleſſings 
which can render man's exiſtence happy; whilſt the abſence of 
it denotes all ſorts of miſeries. Pfal. xlii. 1. Ixiii. 1. Ifa. xli. 17, 
xliv. 3. Jer. xvii. 13. John vii. 37, 38. Rev. xxii. 1. | 

Rivers, and freams, & c. are the ſymbols of ſeveral things, as 
trade, riches, proſperity, fertility, ſpiritual bleſſings, &c. Pſal. 
XXXVi. 8. xlvi. 4. Iſa. xix. 5, 6. Ixvi. 12. But if a river 
overflow its banks it is the ſymbol of invading armies, Iſa. viii. 7, 
8. Pg ; 
A river or a ſea being dried up is the ſymbol of ill to the land 

adjoining. It ſignifies that thoſe who invade it will eaſily make a 
conqueſt of it, when they meet with no water to ſtop them; when 
its ſtrongeſt barrier is taken away. Perhaps the prophets uſed 
this ſymbol in alluſion to the drying up of Jordan to make a paſ- 
ſage for Iſrael to go over and poſſeſs Canaan. See Iſa. xi. 15, 16. 
'Yix. 15. 16. xliv. 27 Ezek. xxx. 12. Zech. x. 11 Rev. xvi. 12. 

WiLDERNESS-is a ſymbol which denotes temptation, miſery, 
perſecution, and all that is oppoſite to a Rate of ſettlement, plenty, 
proſperity and peace, Iſa. xiv. 17. xx. 10. xxXXV. 1. Hof. ii. 3. Rev. 
X11. 14. This latter paſſage intimates, that though the wilderneſs, 


into which perſecution drove the woman, was a ſtate of afflic- _ 


tion, yet its ſolitude ſecured her from utter deſtruction. 

Winps are the ſymbols of war and great commotion, Iſa. xi. 
15. XXVit. 8. Jer. xlix. 36, 37. Dan. vii. 2, 3. Rev. vii 1. 

WinE-PREss. Treading a wine-preſs is the ſymbol of deſtruc- 
tion by war, Ifa. Ixiii. 3. Lam. i. 15. Rev. xiv. 19, 20. and the 
Lord is ſaid 20 tread the wine-preſs, when, by his providential judg- 
ments, he permits one nation to deſtroy another. 

WixGs are the ſymbols of protection and aſſiſtance, as well as 
of rapidity and exaltation, Exod. xix. 4. Ruth 1. 12. Pſal. xvii. 
8. Ifa. xl. 31. Dan. vii. 4, 6. Rev. xii. 14. | | 
Woman, in the ſymbolic language, is often the ſymbol of a 
city, or body politic, of a nation or kingdom. In the prophecies 
this ſymbol is very often uſed for the church or nation of the 
Jews. Thus, in Ezek. xvi. that people are repreſented, firſt, as 
a female child growing up, under the foſtering care of the Al- 


in 
1 


of our common religion: 


policy, pride, and intolerance. 
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mighty, to woman's eſtate ; ; and then, as being married to. God, 
by entering into covenant with him. Hence, when the Ifraclites- - 


broke that covenant, by apoſtatizing into idolatry, they are repre- 
ſented by the ſymbol of an adultereſs, Iſa. i. 21. Jer. ! ii. 20. Ezek. 


| XV}. 32. 38. 


This ſymbol of a woman we find uſed in the New Teſtament, 


to repreſent both the true church of Chriſt, and that of Anti- 
_ chriſt. Gal. iv. 31. Rev. x11. 1. vii. xyith This latter is con- 


ſidered as a filthy, drunken and bloody harlot; but it is remarka- 
ble that ſhe is never ſpoken of as an adultereſs that hath broken 
her covenant, but only as a whore that committeth fornication, 
Nor can we ſuppoſe this to have happened without deſign. The 
Antichriſtian church is not, as has lately become the faſhion to 
teach, a church which has only fallen into ſome errors and miſ- 


takes, but which continues a true church of Chriſt ſtill; that dif- 
fers from us only in circumſtantials, but remains united with us 


in the belief of the great articles of Chriftianity, and in ſupport 


ſome Proteſtants, whoſe creed is made up of ſuperſtition, worldl 

A Chriſtianity which needs 
the ſword to ſupport it.—— But, let Chriſtians, who take their 
religion from the Bible, whilit they practiſe all the duties of 
Chriſtian charity, and are ready to do good to all men, not be in- 
attentive to that command, Come out of fer, my people! nor un- 


willing to join in that triumpaant ſong of the lrch of God, 


Alleluia! Salvation, and glory, and honour, and power, unto the 
Lord our God; for true and righteous are his judgments; for he hath 


Juaged the great whore, which did corrupt the earth with her forni- 


cation, and hath avenged the bliod of his * JO wants: at ber hand! 
Amen! 
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It may be thus with the Chriſtianity of 
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